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“ This,  however,  I am  convinced  of  from  numerous  careful  observations,  that  the  same 
“ method  which  cures  in  the  middle  of  the  year  may  possibly  prove  destructive  at  the 
“ conclusion  of  it ; and  when  I had  once  happily  fallen  upon  a genuine  method  of  treating 
“ any  species  of  fever,  suitably  to  its  nature,  I always  proved  successful,  (proper  regard  be- 
“ ing  had  to  the  constitution,  age,  and  other  particular  circumstances  of  the  patient)  till 
“ that  species  became  extinct,  and  a new  one  arose,  when  I was  again  doubtful  how  to 
“ proceed  ; and,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  caution,  could  scarce  ever  preserve  my  first 
“ patients  from  danger,  till  I had  thoroughly  investigated  the  nature  of  the  distemper,  and 
“ then  I proceeded  in  a direct  and  safer  way  to  the  cure.” 

Sydenham,  sect.  I.  ch.  2.  § 3. 


AS  it  is  my  wish  to  enable  my  successors  in  the 
Hardwicke  Fever  Hospital  to  compare  future  Epi- 
demics with  those  which  I have  seen,  I have  followed 
the  order  of  time  in  the  observations  contained  in 
these  Reports.  Indeed,  by  this  order,  we  are  likely 
to  obtain  information  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind, 
not  merely  of  the  nature  and  causes  of  fever,  but  of 
the  treatment  also ; for,  by  confining  our  remarks 
to  the  existing  Epidemic,  we  avoid  one  of  those 
errors  which  practical  men  are  most  liable  to  fall 
into,  namely,  that  of  extending  to  a whole  genus  of 
fevers,  rules  which  perhaps  apply  to  one  species 
only. 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  included  in  this  Report, 
exclusive  of  the  assistance  which  I received  from 
some  of  our  clinical  clerks,  1 myself  made  daily 
reports  of  nearly  three  hundred  cases  of  fever,  and  I 
also  superintended  many  of  the  dissections  which  are 
annexed  to  this  paper  : my  opportunities  of  observa- 
tion were  considerable,  and  I was  not  neglectful  of 
them.  The  reader,  however,  is  advertised,  that 
while  I have  been  anxious  to  note  every  thing  worthy 
of  remark,  I affect  to  be  nothing  more  than  a re- 
porter. I leave  the  higher  office  of  arranging  and 
systematizing  to  others. 

The  year  I8I7  was  a very  unproductive  one. 
Although  the  seasons  were  rather  more  propitious 
to  the  husbandman  than  in  1816,  the  prevailing 
character  of  the  weather  was  similar,  for  in  both  years 
there  fell  an  immensity  of  rain,  the  atmosphere  being 
cloudy  and  cold.  In  I8I7  there  probably  fell  nearly 
as  much  rain  as  during  the  corresponding  months  of 
the  preceding  year  ; but  then,  although  there  was 
not  much  difference  of  atmospheric  temperature,  the 
evaporation  in  1S17  was  considerably  greater.  I11 
short,  in  the  year  1817»  as  in  18]  6,  the  order  of 
the  seasons  was  inverted,  the  winters  in  both  being 
remarkably  mild  and  open,  the  springs  ungenial,  and 
the  summers  wet,  cloudy  and  cold,  and  in  both  years 
there  was  but  little  employment  for  the  poor,  while  at 
the  same  time  provisions  and  fuel  were  scarce  and  of 
bad  quality.  I11  the  three  first  months  of  1818, 
particularly  January  and  March,  there  was  much 
stormy  and  wet  weather.  In  March  there  were  great 
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floods  and  inundations  of  low  grounds,  so  that  tillage 
and  spring-work  were  at  a stand. 


In  a Report  which  was  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  work,  p.  50,  I have  described  three 
species  of  fever  which  I observed  in  the  Hardwicke 
Hospital  in  the  month  of  February.  The  first,  the 
fever  which  had  filled  our  wards  during  the  preceding 
winter.  The  second,  a variety  of  fever,  of  all  the 
forms  of  that  disease  which  I have  as  yet  seen  in  the 
Hardwicke  Hospital,  alone  corresponding  with  the 
conception  I have  of  Typhus.  There  were  not  more 
than  ten  or  a dozen  cases  of  this  species  of  fever,  nor 
am  I quite  certain  that  these  were  really  instances  of 
Typhus.  I confess  that  I never  saw  Typhus  epidemic, 
save  in  the  military  hospitals  in  the  South  of  Eng- 
land, where  I chanced  to  be  at  the  time  when  Sir 
John  Moore’s  army  landed  from  Corunna.  Thirdly, 
the  fever,  which  became  the  epidemic  of  the  summer, 
which  was  remarkably  prevalent  all  over  Ireland.  It 
is  stated  (p.  51)  that  the  second  kind  of  fever  seemed 
gaining  upon  the  third  ; a remark,  which  proved  in- 
correct, into  which  I was  betrayed,  by  observing  the 
third  description  of  fever  frequently  attended  with 
petechiai  and  dejection  of  spirits,  at  the  same  time 
that  convalescence  was  tedious,  and  relapses  more 
than  usually  frequent.  This  epidemic  I shall  now 
proceed  to  describe. 

In  many  of  the  patients  the  fever  seemed  to  arise 
from  contagion,  at  least  it  was  not  easy,  in  any  other 
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way,  to  account  for  the  number  of  individuals  belong- 
ing to  the  same  family  who  were  brought  into  the 
Hospital  about  the  same  time,  or  in  immediate  succes- 
sion : it  was  by  no  means  uncommon  to  have  in  our 
wards,  at  once,  three,  four  or  five  patients  from  the 
same  house.  Between  the  beginning  of  April  and 
end  of  August  there  were  twenty -two  or  twenty-three 
houses,  or  perhaps  more  properly  speaking,  lodgings, 
in  different  parts  of  the  city,  which  yielded  from 
two  to  six  patients  each.  Many  of  the  patients  who 
came  into  my  wards  from  these  suspected  lodgings, 
ascribed  their  illness  to  hardships,  which  probably 
were  only  the  occasional  causes  of  their  fever ; for 
many,  who,  perhaps  the  day  before  seizure,  were  ex- 
posed to  cold,  wet,  fatigue,  &c.  had,  during  a season 
of  unparalleled  distress,  been  scantily  fed  and 
clothed,  had  laboured  under  great  depression  of 
mind,  and  had  been  in  contact,  or  close  approxima- 
tion, for  days  or  weeks,  with  persons  affected  with 
fever. 

Some  patients  felt  an  unaccountable  dejection  of 
spirits  for  several  days  before  seizure  ; some  continued 
at  work  or  labour  for  several  days  after  their  illness 
began  in  the  shape  of  a headach,  which  frequently  in- 
termitted ; in  a few  the  disease  began  with  intense 
headach  without  rigor,  the  patients  being,  as  they 
said,  at  once  knocked  down  ; some  referred  their  ill- 
ness to  catarrh  or  indigestion,  and  had  no  suspicion, 
for  the  first  three  or  four  days,  that  they  laboured 
under  ;a  fever ; but,  generally  speaking,  there  was 
nothing  unusual  in  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
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ease.  There  were  rigors,  confined  bowels,  anorexia, 
headach,  sometimes  vertigo,  dryness  of  the  nostrils, 
severe  pains  in  the  loins  and  back,  and  debility  ; and 
these  symptoms  were  soon  followed  by  increase  of . 
temperature,  a degree  of  fullness  of  the  features,  and 
flushing  of  the  face,  which  last,  was  an  universal , 
symptom,  with  all  who  were  admitted  within  the 
first  week  or  ten  days  of  their  illness.  The  tongue, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  was  generally  white 
or  grey,  slightly  swoln,  with  florid  edges  ; a foul . 
taste  was  frequently  complained  of,  and  several  de- 
clared that  the  smell  of  their  own  breath  was  insuf- 
ferable— a symptom  which,  I believe,  arose  from  a 
vitiated  state  of  the  secretion  from  the  fauces.  Cos- 
tiveness existed  in  a great  majority  of  the  patients 
who  had  not  taken  any  cathartic  before  their  ad- 
mission. 

Symptoms  of  pulmonic  irritation  usually  set  in 
early.  During  the  months  of  April,  May,  and 
June,  of  twenty  patients  who  wrere  admitted  on  or 
before  the  fourth  day  of  fever,  sixteen  had  couM* 
with  pain  and  oppression  of  the  chest,  and  quicken- 
ed respiration  ; — three  of  these  had  expectoration  of 
bloody  mucus.  Of  one  hundred  and  seventy  five 
patients  who  were  admitted  into  wards  1 and  4<  dur- 
ing these  three  months,  at  least  three  fourths  had 
cough  with  pains  or  stitch,  oppression  in  the  chest, 
and  quickened  respiration.  In  many  of  these  there 
was  expectoration  of  bloody  mucus.  Of  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  patients  who  were  admitted  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  nearly  one  half  were 
similarly  affected. 
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In  the  severe  crises,  about  the  end  of  the  first  week 
or  beginning  of  the  second,  rarely  sooner,  the  pa- 
tients5 minds  became  unsteady,  their  eyes  were 
suffused ; this  symptom,  at  one  time,  was  very  gene- 
ral : in  five  patients  of  fourteen  who  who  were  in 
No.  1.  on  the  16th  of  June,  there  was  suffusion  of 
the  eyes,  and  six  more  had  been  so  affected,  but  were 
recovering ; then  delirium  took  place  during  the 
night.  At  all  times  such  patients  were  incapable  of 
any  stretch  of  attention ; they  answered  questions 
satisfactorily,  though  with  a faultering  voice,  but 
soon  wandered  from  the  subject.  In  many  cases 
the  delirium  was  of  a very  troublesome  kind ; first 
it  was  only  occasional,  then  it  continued  all  night, 
then  it  was  uninterrupted.  We  had  many  patients 
who  created  great  disturbance  by  wandering  about 
the  wards  all  night,  prying  into  the  closets,  and 
looking  under  the  beds.  Some  of  these  were  full  of 
their  usual  occupations : one  man,  by  trade  a cooper, 
endeavoured  to  pull  his  bed  to  pieces,  in  order  to 
make  a tub  of  the  spars.  In  several  who  were  ha- 
bitually spirit  drinkers,  and  who,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  their  illness,  by  means  of  cordial  drinks,  had 
forced  themselves  to  sweat,  the  delirium  appeared 
very  early. 

The  state  of  restless  delirium  above  described,  as 
belonging  to  the  more  severe  cases,  sooner  or  later 
degenerated  into  sopor,  often  with  subsultus  tendi- 
num  and  inability  to  protrude  the  tongue,  which 
very  awkwardly  obeyed  the  will  of  the  patient : he 
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would  open  his  mouth,  and  after  various  unsteady 
motions,  at  length  force  out  his  tongue,  and  when 
this  was  accomplished  it  was  not  again  drawn  within 
the  mouth  until  he  was  repeatedly  admonished  to 
that  effect ; and  when  he  attempted  to  lay  hold  of 
any  thing,  he  either  overshot  the  object,  or  he  was 
short  of  the  mark.  After  continuing  in  a soporose 
state,  with  partial  intermissions  for  a longer  or 
shorter  time,  generally  for  two  or  three  days,  the 
bowels  being  soluble  all  the  while,  sleep  became 
calm  and  natural,  with  considerable  intervals  of 
waking  during  the  day.  About  the  period  at  which 
delirium  set  in,  the  tongue  had  often  a dark  yellow 
or  brown  stripe  in  the  middle,  the  edges  being  clean 
and  thinly  covered  with  white  mucus.  In  tw7o  or 
three  days  more  it  w7as  black,  shrivelled,  and,  as  it 
w7ere,  dried  up,  the  gums  and  lips  being  sordid  and 
black  from  incrusted  mucus.,  As  the  soporose  state 
went  off,  the  blackness  and  dryness  of  the  tongue 
wrent  off  also,  leaving  that  organ  in  a more  natural 
condition,  more  expanded,  and  again  white  with 
florid  edges,  and  moist  from  a return  of  secretion, 
which  wTas  sometimes  copious.  The  expression  of 
the  patient  daily  improved.,  The  temperature  gra- 
dually  approached  the  point  of  health,  the  flushing 
subsided  and  the  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  also  the 
complexion  became  clearer  as  well  as  paler,  and  the 
eye  more  expressive.  After  some  of  the  very  severe 
cases,  the  pupil  for  a time  continued  dilated,  and  a 
considerable  degree  of  the  deafness,  wThich  took  place 
about  the  height  of  the  disease,  remained,  and  the 
pulse  fell  below  its  natural  frequency.  The  patient 
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turned  upon  his  side,  and  about  the  end  of  the  se* 
cond  week,  in  many  cases,  began  to  attend  to  exter- 
nal circumstances,  and  to  call  for  food  ; but  when 
the  fever  was  severe,  these  favourable  changes  did 
not  take  place  before  the  end  of  the  third  week. 
The  pulse,  in  general,  was  more  or  less  frequent  ac- 
cording to  the  severity  or  mildness  of  the  disease  ; 
but  there  were  several  alarming  cases  in  which  it 
never  exceeded  80.  In  the  evening,  and  early  part 
of  the  night,  the  distress  of  the  patient  was  in  gene- 
ral greatest. 

Perhaps  it  is  scarce  worth  observing,  that  the  flies 
in  great  numbers  settled  on  the  beds  and  faces  of 
those  patients  who  were  most  severely  affected  with 
the  fever,  even  when  they  were  extremely  restless ; 
as  they  recovered  they  seemed  to  lose  their  attrac- 
tion for  the  flies. 

When  delirium  set  in,  the  symptoms  of  pulmonic 
irritation  often  abated,  and  the  headach  also  ; and 
when  reason  was  restored,  in  some  few  patients,  the 
pulmonic  affection  recurred.  After  crisis  an  attack 
of  cough,  difficult  expectoration,  and  dyspnoea,  oc- 
casionally retarded  the  patient’s  recovery.  Amend- 
ment was  ofttimes  gradual,  without  any  crisis  but  by 
stool,  unless  sleep  could  be  counted  critical ; and,  in 
a few,  recovery  was  far  advanced,  and  the  patient  in 
the  convalescent  ward  before  free  perspiration,  which 
was  often  preceded  by  rigor,  perfected  the  solution 
of  the  disease.  In  two  instances,  crisis  in  this  way 
took  place  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  ; hence  as 
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relapses  not  unfrequently  occurred,  the  rigor  of 
solution  was  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  the  rigor  of  re- 
lapse. The  urine,  which  was  examined  in  a good  many 
instances,  was  turbid  with  a furfuraceous  sediment. 
In  certain  cases,  however,  it  was  transparent,  with  a 
light  cloud  suspended  in  it.  In  twelve  or  fourteen 
days  after  crisis  the  patients  were  fit  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  they  generally  resumed  their  labour 
before  the  end  of  the  third  week. 

These  patients  who  on  the  first  or  second  day  had 
very  violent  symptoms — great  quickness  of  the  pulse, 
J 30  or  more,  great  flushing  and  heat  of  the  surface, 
much  anxiety  and  general  distress,  frequently  ob- 
tained a perfect  crisis  on  the  third  day.  Persons 
under  twenty-five  years  of  age  had  the  disease  mildly, 
while  it  was  fatal  to  persons  advanced  in  life,  to  those 
who  were  prone  to  the  use  of  fermented  liquors,  and 
to  fathers  of  large  families,  whose  minds,  of  course, 
were  a prey  to  great  anxiety  when  they  discovered 
that  they  were  affected  w ith  fever. 

It  w7as  remarked  to  me  in  the  month  of  July,  by 
Dr.  Egan,  that  he  never  had  seen  so  many  instances 
of  petechial  fevers  as  during  the  summer  of  1817; 
and  my  experience  in  the  Hardwicke  Hospital  con- 
curred with  his.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  summer, 
there  were  petechiae  in  almost  every  case  which  ex. 
tended  beyond  the  first  week.  Although,  at  one 
time,  the  petechiae  seemed  to  have  some  connexion 
with  the  heat  of  the  patient's  body,  we  eventually 
discovered  that  this  in  fact  was  not  so,  nor  had  they 
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any  relation  to  the  temperature  of  the  surrounding 
medium  : they  were  no  part  of  a heating  regimen, 
for  petechiae  were  abundant  in  persons  who  had  slept 
in  outhouses,  or  in  the  fields,  for  several  nights  be- 
fore they  were  taken  into  the  hospital.  Indeed  how- 
ever favorable,  among  the  poor,  opinion  might  be 
to  the  heating  regimen  in  fever,  a great  many  of  the 
patients  were  so  reduced  in  their  circumstances,  that 
literally  they  had  not  a blanket  to  cover  them.  In 
such  persons  petechiae  were  often  abundant.  Pete- 
chias in  the  advanced  stage  of  fever,  which  are  a 
formidable  symptom,  secondary  petechiae,  as  they 
have  been  termed,  sometimes  appeared  while  the 
patients  lay  under  only  one  blanket,  and  while  every 
sash  in  the  ward  was  let  down.  There  wras  an 
eruption  of  this  kind  in  Hanlon  (No.  539),  and  by 
the  way  the  thermometer  rose  only  to  95s*  in  Han- 
lon^ month,  and  axilla  two  days  before  his  death, 
and  when  he  was  covered  with  petechiae.  The  dun 
diffused  petechias  were  in  general  a part  of  a severe 
disease ; when  the  sensorium  was  much  affected, 
they  were  seldom  absent.  The  temperature  of  the 
body  was  in  general  high  ; in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  the  tempera- 
ture was  ascertained  in  250  cases  on  the  day  of  ad- 
mission, and  the  following  wTas  the  result : 
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The  following  Tables  will  show  the  state  of  the  res - 
piration  and  the  pulse  during  the  same  period : 

Frequency  of  the  Respiration  in  17 1 cases. 
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Frequency  of  the  pulse  in  237  cases. 
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The  following  table  is  the  result  of  an  examination 
of  all  the  cases  in  which  the  thermometer  rose  above 
104°.  In  most  of  these  cases,  after  the  height  of  the 
fever,  the  temperature  was  gradually  reduced,  the 
thermometer  falling  from  105°  or  106  to  100,  and 
then  crisis  taking  place  further  reduced  the  thermo- 
meter to  98. 


List  of  Patients  admitted  from  the  od  of  March  to  the  3d  of  September  in  whom  the  temperature  exceeded  104  degrees. 
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It  appears  from  this  table,  first,  That  there  were 
as  many  instances  of  excess  of  temperature  during 
the  month  of  August  and  first  week  of  September, 
while  epigastric  tenderness  predominated,  as  during 
the  months  of  March,  April,  May,  June  and  July, 
while  the  affection  of  the  lungs  was  the  predominant 
symptom  of  the  early  period  of  fever.  Secondly, 
That  when  excess  of  temperature  took  place,  the 
circulation  wras  generally,  but  not  always,  proportion- 
ately quickened  : thus  in  thirty-two  cases  of  the  fore- 
going forty,  in  which  the  pulse  was  counted,  there 
were  nine  patients  in  whom  it  did  not  exceed  104, 
which  was  about  the  average  frequency  of  the  pulse 
on  the  day  of  admission  during  the  summer.  Thirdly, 
That  respiration  wras  even  less  affected  during  the 
existence  of  excess  of  temperature  than  the  circulation : 
in  twenty-two  cases  of  forty,  the  frequency  of  the 
breathing  was  ascertained  ; and  in  thirteen  of  these 
cases  it  did  not  exceed  30  in  the  minute,  the  average 
frequency  of  respiration  being  about  30.  Fourthly, 
That  in  forty  patients,  in  whom  the  temperature  ex- 
ceeded 104,  there  was  only  one  death.  In  order  to 
give  this  remark  its  proper  value,  it  ought  to  be  ob- 
served, that,  between  the  third  of  March  and  the 
third  of  September,  thirteen  persons  died  of  the 
fever  in  wards  1 and  4,  out  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  in  whom  the  temperature  w7as  ascertained  on  the 
day  of  admission,  and  from  the  following  statement 
it  will  appear  that  in  a majority  of  these  fatal  cases 
the  temperature  did  not  exceed  1 00o. 
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O  at  97°  being  O 
3 98°  3 

] 99°  1 

3 1003  3 

0 ior  o 

1 102°  1 

2 103°  2 


104°  2 57 


0 105°  0 24 

1 106°  1 12 

0 107°  O 3 

0 109°  O 1 


1 in  40. 


Although  a considerable  number  of  the  patients 
in  whom  the  temperature  exceeded  104°  were  from 
houses  which  we  supposed  infected,  yet  105°,  106°, 
or  107°  frequently  formed  a symptom  of  a disease 
which  was  not  alarming.  Indeed,  from  the  fore- 
going table,  it  would  appear  that  excess  of  tempe- 
rature was  rather  a favourable  symptom.  It  was 
not  uncommon  to  find  the  thermometer  gradually 
rising  from  98°  or  99°  to  102°  or  103°  or  even  higher, 
while  the  severity  of  the  disease  was  abating,  and  on 
the  other  hand  we  frequently  observed  the  tempera- 
ture declining  while  the  patient  was  getting  worse  ; 
thus  the  patient  was  often  in  great  danger  when  the 
temperature  of  the  body  did  not  exceed  9SP.  In 
some  instances,  for  a day  or  two  before  death,  the 
mercury  did  not  rise  above  96°  or  95°.  Indeed,  in 
severe  cases,  after  the  temperature  fell  to  par,  or  be- 
low it,  and  that  without  any  critical  effort,  we  con- 
sidered its  rising  again  as  a favourable  change. 
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Venesection  sometimes  lowered  the  temperature  ; 
frequently  it  produced  no  change,  and  in  several  in- 
stances the  thermometer  rose  two  or  three  degrees 
after  blood-letting,  even  when  that  measure  greatly 
relieved  the  patient.  It  is  clear  that  venesection  was 
not  contraindicated  by  excess  of  temperature  alone, 
since,  in  nineteen  patients  of  a temperature  which 
raised  the  thermometer  above  104°,  in  whom  blood- 
letting was  practised,  there  was  no  instance  of  death. 

In  examining  the  disordered  state  of  the  vital 
functions  during  the  summer  of  1817,  with  a view 
to  the  prognostics  of  continued  fever,  we  derived  more 
information  from  the  state  of  the  breathing  than  from 
the  pulse,  and  more  from  the  pulse  than  from  the 
temperature  of  the  body. 

Among  such  patients  as  were  admitted  early,  and 
were  treated  upon  a strictly  antiphlogistic  plan,  there 
were  many  instances  of  crisis  on  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  the  disease  appearing  as  a febricula,  or  perhaps 
rather  as  an  extended  ephemera  ; and  these  speci- 
mens of  mild  fever  occurred  even  among  those  who 
came  from  houses  which  afforded  us  instances  of  the 
disease  in  its  worst  form  : the  disease,  however,  was 
fatal,  in  a large  proportion,  among  such  as  came  from 
houses  which  we  supposed  were  infected,  and  in  these 
persons  relapses  were  very  frequent.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  many  who  denied  having  had  any  communi- 
cation with  patients  in  fever,  the  disease  was  attended 
with  severe  symptoms,  and  ran  the  usual  course.  In 
a word,  the  fevers  which  we  supposed  arose  from 
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contagion,  and  those  which  seemed  to  originate  in 
intemperance,  cold,  fatigue,  &c.  in  which  we  could 
discover  no  trace  of  contagion,  were  so  shaded  into 
each  other,  that  it  was  impossible,  by  their  symptoms, 
to  demonstrate  any  difference  between  them. 

We  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  that  co- 
pious perspiration,  in  the  early  period  of  the  fever, 
when  artificially  produced  by  warm  or  cordial  drinks, 
accumulation  of  bed-clothes,  &c.  was  insufficient  to 
reduce  the  temperature  ; the  disease  continued  with 
aggravated  symptoms,  and  apparently  in  consequence 
of  this  mode  of  treatment.  In  the  month  of  August, 
perspiration,  in  the  advanced  period  of  the  disease, 
even  when  not  produced  by  any  sudorific,  did  not  al- 
ways remove  the  disease  until  it  had  recurred  several 
times ; and  I have  more  than  once  seen  the  thermome- 
ter, in  the  axilla  and  mouth  of  a patient  who  was  bathed 
in  sweat,  raised  to  104  or  105.  During  the  winter, 
in  some  cases  which  proved  fatal,  the  patients  per- 
spired freely  for  several  days  before  death,  but  the 
perspiration  did  not  reduce  the  pulse,  nor  did  the 
functions  of  the  brain  improve  under  it.  In  one  of 
these  fatal  cases  there  was  a very  copious  sediment  in 
the  urine  on  the  day  before  the  patient  died. 

In  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  the  fever  ge- 
nerally terminated  in  a lax  state  of  the  bowels  and 
sleep,  and  then  perspiration  preceded  by  rigor,  fre- 
quently resolved  the  fever.  Margaret  Kearney,  ad- 
mitted on  the  6th  day  of  May,  was  the  first  patient 
who  obtained  crisis  by  rigor  and  , perspiration,  which 
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took  place  on  the  lc2tb.  of  that  njonth,  ancltheie  neie 
twenty  instances  of  crisis  by  sweat  following  a rigor, 
among  fifty-nine  patients  admitted,  in  the  month  of 
May,  after  Kearney  ; yet  I have  good  reason  to  think 
that  this  form  of  crisis  had  not  taken  place  once  in 
several  hundred  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
before  Kearney.  The  most  perfect  crisis,  during  the 
summer  months,  consisted  of  three  stages : r irsi , a state 
of  restlessness  and  anxiety,  with  flushing  of  the  face, 
rapid  pulse,  frequent  laborious  breathing,  and  in- 
creased heat  of  the  surface,  with  great  distress  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  from  heat,  tenderness  or  pain  ; 
which  distress  was  not  unfrequently  relieved  by  vo- 
miting. The  patients  were  in  a state  of  universal  un- 
easiness, which  would  have  been  truly  alarming  had  we 
not  known  its  tendency  ; but  this  state  is  well  under- 
stood, even  by  the  servants  of  a Fever  Hospital,  who 
soon  come  to  know,  by  these  symptoms,  that  the  pa- 
tient is  near  “ the  cool.”  This  state  sometimes  lasted 
for  the  greater  part  of  a day,  during  which  time  one 
of  our  experienced  nurses,  who  was  fond  of  figurative 
language,  would  generally  remark  that  “ the  cool  was 
hovering  round”  the  patient.  Secondly,  a rigor  or 
tremor,  not  unlike  the  cold  fit  of  an  ague : the  pa- 
tient shivered  and  complained  of  excessive  cold;  I ne- 
ver, save  in  two  instances,  was  able  to  measure  the 
temperature  during  the  rigor  of  crisis,  and  in  both 
patients  the  thermometer  stood  at  105  degrees,  even 
while  the  patient  was  shivering  and  complaining  of 
excessive  cold,  and  anxious  for  an  additional  blanket. 
In  one  of  these  patients,  the  thermometer  in  the 
evening  stood  at  100,  although  the  rigor  was  not 
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followed  by  sensible  perspiration.  Next  morning  the 
thermometer  stood  at  97  ; the  tongue  was  clean, 
the  pulse  88,  and  the  patient  convalescent.  The 
rigor  of  crisis  seldom  lasts  long ; perhaps  only  a few 
minutes,  perhaps  half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  Thirdly, 
warm  perspiration  flowing  from  the  whole  surface  of 
the  body  ; this,  which  in  general  completed  the  salu- 
tary effort,  the  nurses,  in  the  Hardwicke  Hospital, 
call  “ the  cool”  being  aware  of  its  efficacy  in  reduc- 
ing the  heat  of  the  body. 

I may  perhaps  be  thought  tedious,  but  I must 
trespass  on  the  reader’s  patience  while  I enumerate 
some  other  modes  of  crisis  which  took  place.  This  is 
so  important  a part  of  the  subject,  that  the  history  of 
the  epidemic  under  review  would  be  incomplete 
without  it.  In  some  patients  the  fever  seemed  to 
end  in  mucous  diarrhoea  ; in  others  free  expectora- 
tion took  place,  with  relief ; in  one  or  two  individuals 
salivation  occurred  as  the  disease  was  ending  favour- 
ably : these  patients,  it  is  true,  had  taken  the  calomel 
bolus,  but  their  gums  were  not  tumid  as  in  mercurial 
salivation.  Rigor  was  sometimes  critical,  even  when 
not  followed  by  sweat.  In  some  instances  perspira- 
tion, with  or  without  rigor,  continuing  for  a short 
time,  took  place  ; other  patients  perspired  for  two  or 
three  days,  with  little  or  no  interruption  ; in  either 
case  perfect  crisis  was  generally  the  consequence. 
But  the  effort  at  crisis  by  perspiration  was  not  always 
effectual  till  it  was  repeated  several  times  on  succes- 
sive days,  or  successive  critical  days.  In  the  middle 
of  August  this  was  especially  observable ; several  per- 
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sons  perspired  freely  without  relief,  and  without 
abatement  of  febrile  heat.  In  a patient  in  ^so.  4, 
the  temperature  was  105°,  while  she  w^as  in  a geneial 
and  profuse  swreat.  Fpistaxis,  in  one.  or  two  instances, 
mitigated  the  severity  of  the  disease  ; but  I do  not 
recollect  any  instance  in  which  it  afforded  complete 
relief.  While  on  the  subject  of  imperfect  crisis,  I have 
to  observe,  that  an  individual  (M.  Farrell)  was,  on  the 
Qth  day  of  his  fever,  in  a state  of  great  debility,  w ith 
involuntary  stools,  great  dejection  of  spirits,  shedding 
of  tears,  despairing  of  recovery  ; in  the  course  of  the 
night  there  took  place  an  eruption  of  florid  papulae, 
interspersed  with  vermillion  stigmata  ; next  day 
(the  10th  day  of  fever)  he  was  relieved  ; he  slept 
much,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  11th  he  had  a rigor 
followed  by  perspiration,  wdiich  proved  critical. 
One  patient  had  a rigor  on  the  14th  day,  not  fol- 
lowed by  perspiration  nor  complete  relief ; but,  on  the 
17th  day,  complete  relief  took  place  without  rigor  or 
perspiration  : on  that  day,  however,  the  urine  was 
turbid,  and  threw  down  a furfuraceous  sediment. 
Rigor  and  perspiration  sometimes  took  place  on  one 
critical  day,  and  tormina  and  mucous  bloody  stools 
on  the  next.  In  Mary  Gibney,  continued  sleep 
took  place  on  the  21st  day,  perspiration  on  the  24th, 
and  suppuration  of  the  ear,  followed  by  perfect  re- 
lief on  the  27th.  Finally,  in  many  cases,  I could 
not  discover  any  critical  effort,  the  disease  gradually 
terminated,  as  some  of  the  older  authors  have  re- 
marked, by  “ insensible  resolution.’' 

Relapses  did  not  take  place  in  more  than  one  case 
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in  thirty,  unless  we  consider  as  of  the  nature  re- 
lapses, inflammations  of  the  lungs,  or  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestines,  both  of  which  some- 
times occurred  after  crisis. 


The  fever  sometimes  attacked  an  individual  in 
whom  organic  disease  had  previously  existed,  in  which 
case  considerable  irregularity  was  observable.  In 
two  patients  who  had  laboured  under  disease  of  the 
heart,  the  fever  was  attended  with  dyspnoea,  dis- 
tressing cough,  pains  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
great  general  debility.  In  one  of  these  patients  the 
pulse  was  so  irregular  and  unequal  that  it  could  not 
be  counted  ; while  in  the  other,  the  pulsation  of  the 
heart  was  strong,  might  be  felt  in  any  part  of  the 
left  side  of  the  chest,  and  might  be  seen  in  the  epi- 
gastrium, and  the  cough  was  attended  with  bloody  ex- 
pectoration. When  the  disease  occurred  in  those 
who  had  previously  laboured  under  pulmonic  com- 
plaints, the  flushing  of  the  countenance  was  circum- 
scribed, the  voice  was  sepulchral,  the  fever  seemed  a 
hectic  without  perspirations  or  remissions.  When  it 
attacked  a person  who  had  laboured  under  dysentery, 
mucous  or  bloody  stools  appeared  • during  its  pro- 
gress, along  with  rapid  emaciation  and  a pale  rakish 
look,  In  one  patient,  in  whose  body  we  discovered 
a liver  beset  with  brown  tubercles,  the  fever  at  an 
early  period  became  icteroid  ; and  here  I would  ob- 
serve, tli at  many  instances  of  fever,  which  physicians 
of  the  school  of  bind  would  call  atactic,  have  ap- 
peared to  me  to  depend  on  some  peculiarity  in  the 
constitution  of  the  patient.  I am  persuaded  that  the 
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chief  irregularities  which  we  observed,  during  the 
present  epidemic,  were  owing  to  the  diathesis  of  the 
individuals  in  whom  they  occurred.  In  some  women 
there  were  striking  symptoms  of  hysteria  ; in  one 
or  two  atrabilious  persons  the  disease  set  in  like  an 
attack  of  melancholia.  In  the  sanguine  it  wore  the 
semblance  of  Pneumonia  or  Phrenitis,  and  in  dram- 
drinkers  that  of  Delirium  tremens.  The  disease  was 
essentially  the  same  species  of  fever  which  was  pre- 
valent at  the  period  that  these  anomalies  were  re- 
marked, and  required  only  time  for  its  full  develope- 
ment.  I shall  illustrate  the  foregoing  remarks  by 
relating:  some  cases  of  the  fever  attended  in  the  be- 
ginning  with  anomalous  symptoms. 


I.  In  the  months  of  April  and  May,  in  two  females, 
hysterical  symptoms,  for  a time,  masked  the  true 
nature  of  the  fever.  One  of  these  patients,  a servant 
in  a respectable  family,  was  visited  by  an  eminent 
physician,  who  at  first  thought  she  laboured  under 
hysteria.  On  the  5th  day  of  her  illness  he  was  re- 
quested to  visit  her  a second  time,  to  sanction  her 
removal  to  a public  lunatic  asylum,  but  the  disease 
had  developed  itself,  and  he  ordered  a purgative  for 
her,  and  desired-  that  she  should  be  sent  in  the  morn- 
ing to  the  Hardwicke  Fever  Hospital.  She  was 
brought  into  my  ward  on  the  2,5th  of  April.  During 
the  preceding  night,  she  had  passed  many  loose  stools 
involuntarily.  She  was  no  longer  capable  of  explain- 
ing her  situation.  Pier  eyes  were  suffused,  their 
motions  being  languid,  and  she  was  covered  with 
florid  petechia?.  Temp.  104,  P.  14-4,  llesp.  $6. 
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(head  shaved  and  sponged,  temporal  artery  opened, 
legs  fomented.) — On  the  26th  her  respiration  was 
wheezing  and  laborious  by  paroxysms  ; no  stool — (ca- 
lomel bolus,  blisters  to  the  legs.) — On  the  27th,  less 
suffusion  of  the  eyes,  extreme  debility  (wine,  carbo- 
nate of  ammonia.)  She  died  on  the  28th,  being  the 
9th  day  of  her  illness. 

The  2d  patient  I first  saw  in  her  own  lodging  on 
the  2d  of  May.  She  was  then  in  a maniacal  parox- 
ysm, babbling  with  great  rapidity  of  utterance  : — her 
expression  was  that  of  suspicion  and  alarm,— her 
pulse  was  very  rapid,  and  her  skin  moist.  I was  told 
that,  along  with  febrile  symptoms  of  two  or  three  days 
duration,  she  had  complained,  on  the  31st  of  March,  of 
some  uneasiness  in  her  throat,  which  1 was  inclined 
to  think  was  hysterical  rather  than  inflammatory  ; 
for  this  she  was  let  blood.  Next  day  her  skin  was 
covered  with  petechia,  and  she  laboured  under  what 
appeared  to  be  hysteria,  with  considerable  aberration 
of  mind.  I could  not  have  admitted  this  woman  into 
my  wards,  without  subjecting  the  other  patients  to 
serious  disturbance,  so  violent  was  her  delirium.  Her 
legs  were  fomented,  and  a draught,  consisting  of 
camphor  mixture,  and  camphorated  tincture  of  opium 
was  administered,  after  which  she  went  to  sleep,  and 
awoke  calm  and  coherent,  and  next  day  I ordered 
her  to  be  removed  into  one  of  my  wards.  On  the 
4th  and  5th  she  lay  in  a state  of  stupor  ; — supine  ; 
her  pulse  upwards  of  120— her  countenance  flushed, 
passing  stools  under  her  in  the  bed.  On  the  6th,  7th 
and  8th,  she  was  delirious  in  the  morning — wandering 
about  the  wTard  ; and  in  a state  of  sopor  in  the  even- 
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ing.  On  the  11th  day  of  her  sickness  she  fell  into 
natural  sleep,  and  from  that  period  her  illness  gra- 
dually abated,  her  belly  being  loose.  The  medicines 
she  used  were  moderate  opiates  with  camphor,  blis- 
ters, fomentations  to  the  feet,  and  cold  applications 
to  the  head,  and  mild  purgatives.  During  her  ill- 
ness two  of  her  children  were  admitted  into  my  wards 
with  petechial  fevers. 

II.  A patient,  of  a strongly  marked  melancholic 
temperament  who  was  admitted  on  the  5th  of  May, 
had  attempted  to  cut  his  throat  during  the  horrors  of 
a fit  of  insanity,  with  which  he  was  affected  in  the 
early  part  of  his  fever.  On  his  admission  he  was  in- 
accessible to  every  intreaty  which  was  used  to  induce 
him  to  show  us  his  tongue,  or  to  take  medicines  ; he 
lay  in  a state  of  sullen  indifference  for  two  or  three 
days,  with  flushed  and  dusky  complexion,  from  which 
state  he  gradually  recovered  about  the  end  of  the  2d 
week  of  his  illness,  witiiout  any  evident  critical  effort 
but  a loose  belly  with  sleep.  Arteriotomy  was  twice 
practised,  and  leeches  were  applied — Calomel  in 
pretty  large  doses  was  given,  followed  by  turpentine 
glysters.  About  the  1 Gth  day  of  his  illness,  wine 
was  ordered.  He  recovered  his  strength  very  slowly. 

III.  On  the  2fth  of  February  William  Brennan, 

V I * 

oet.  25,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  in  petechial 
fever,  with  cough  and  expectoration  of  mucus  tinged 
with  blood. — Crisis  on  the  14th  day.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  And.  Tallaii,  aet.  25,  was  admitted  on  the  l*th 


day  of  petechial  fever,  with  oppression  of  the  chest, 
dry  cough  and  delirium. — Crisis  at  the  end  of  the 
od  week.  On  the  24th  April,  Robert  Short,  xt.  22, 
was  admitted  on  the  6th  day  of  fever.  These  were 
three  of  four  young  men,  draymen,  who  slept  in  the 
same  room  ; the  fourth  was  conveyed  in  fever  to  ano- 
ther hospital  in  the  month  of  March,  and  his  com- 
rades related  of  him,  that  during  the  fever,  he  was 
seized  with  a lit,  which  ended  in  apparent  death,  and 
removal  to  the  dead  room  of  the  hospital,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night,  and  that  the  porter  who  conveyed 
him  thither,  in  going  his  rounds  in  the  morning,  was 
dismayed  not  a little  at  finding  the  supposed  corpse 
seated  on  his  breech  in  a corner,  wildly  staring  him 
in  the  face  as  he  entered  the  apartment.  Short  was 
a man  of  a sanguine  temperament  and  gigantic 
height  and  strength,  who,  when  he  was  admitted  into 
the  hospital,  was  in  great  agony  with  a stitch  under 
the  left  nipple.  He  had  an  anxious,  flushed,  swoln 
countenance,  with  general  soreness  of  the  muscles  of 
the  chest  from  incessant  coughing.  (Temperature 
104°.)  Before  his  admission,  probably  by  means  of 
warm  cordial  drinks,  he  had  three  or  four  times 
forced  himself  to  perspire.  Although  I have  long 
‘been  accustomed  to  witness  all  kinds  of  misery,  yet 
I could  not  help  being  moved  with  the  agony  of  this 
young  man’s  look  when  I was  leaving  his  bedside, 
and  his  impatience  of  suffering,  as  he  rose  up  in  bed 
to  demand  if  nothing  were  to  be  done  for  the  imme- 
diate relief  of  his  chest.  As  his  tongue  was  coated 
with  yellowish  mucus,  a calomel  bolus  was  prescribed, 
and  a purgative  mixture,  and  he  was  let  blood  with- 
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out  delay.  The  crassamentum  was  covered  with  a 
thick  layer  of  size.  In  the  course  of  the  night  he 
became  delirious,  wandered  about  the  ward,  and 
sought  to  make  his  escape.  Next  morning  I 
found  him  sitting  up,  gay  and  jocose — incoherent — 
but  making  many  humorous  remarks  with  a comic 
expression  of  countenance.  I ventured,  however,  to 
make  an  unfavourable  prognostic  to  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, as  I was  requesting  liis  assistance.  For,  al- 
though the  patient  did  not  cough  nor  complain  of  his 

side,  his  respiration,  from  being  only  24,  had  increased 

* 

to  40  in  the  minute  ; his  pulse  was  140,  and  there 
was  a greasy  moisture  of  his  skin,  and  some  tremor 
of  his  hands;  and  I could  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
danger  which,  in  febrile  diseases,  belongs  to  sudden 
cessation  of  distress  in  the  lungs,  while  at  the  same 
time  disease  takes  possession  of  the  brain.  We  or- 
dered the  temporal  artery  to  be  opened,  and  directed 
medicine  for  him,  but  in  vain  ; no  sooner  did  he 
taste  any  thing  medicinal  than  he  spurted  it  from  his 
mouth,  and  he  would  not  submit  to  be  bled.  About 
eight  o’clock  the  apothecary  gave  him  25  drops  of 
laudanum  in  a little  milk,  which  was  the  last  and 
only  thing  he  would  swallow.  He  became  so  trou- 
blesome by  his  continued  efforts  to  leave  the  hospital, 
that  I tv  as  obliged,  when  I saw  him  in  the  evening,  to 
have  beadles  from  the  House  of  Industry  to  restrain 
him.  About  midnight  he  was  seized  with  convul- 
sions, and  shortly  after  he  died.  On  dissection  the 
vessels  of  the  scalp  bled  very  freely.  The  pia  mater, 
considei  ably  inflamed,  was,  in  many  parts,  of  a bright 
red  colour ; the  inflammation  was  most  extensive  on 
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the  inferior  surface  of  the  brain.  The  texture  of  the 
brain  was  remarkably  firm,  and  on  being  divided,  it 
was  plain  that  vessels  contained  blood  which  do  not 
usually  contain  it.  There  was  no  fluid  in  the  ven- 
tricles. I he  entire  pleura  of  the  left  side  was 
coated  with  a thick  covering  of  coagulable  lymph. 
The  vascularity  of  the  lung  was  much  increased, 
its  concave  surface  was  closely  adherent  to  the  left 
side  of  the  pericardium  by  a thick  layer  of  coagula- 
ble lymph  ; the  inflammation  had  extended  to  the 
serous  layer  of  the  pericardium,  which  was  of  a pale 
rose  colour.  There  was  no  fluid  in  the  pericardium. 
A very  large  quantity  of  reddish  sero-purulent  fluid 
was  contained  in  the  left  side  of  the  thorax.  The 
liver,  &c.  was  sound. 

I shall  conclude  the  descriptive  part  of  the  subject 
by  adverting  to  two  cases  which  are  well  deserving  of 
attention,  illustrative  of  accidents  which  are  apt  to 
occur  in  a Fever  Hospital ; and  which  when  the  fever 
is  petechial  and  typhoid,  the  physician  ought  to  guard 
against  with  unceasing  care.  The  first  of  these 
cases  impeaches  my  own  vigilance,  but  it  is  not,  on 
that  account,  to  be  kept  back.  The  second  has  been 
a very  rare  occurrence  in  our  hospital.  Several  years 
before  I was  appointed  a physician  to  the  House  of 
Industry,  while  remarking  to  Mr.  Todd,  one  of  the 
surgeons  to  that  Institution,  a state  of  discipline  in 
the  Hardwicke  Hospital,  highly  creditable  to  the 
physicians  my  predecessors,  I learned  that  gangrenous 
backs  and  leers  scarce  ever  were  known  in  that  build- 
mg.  I his  exemption  Mr.  Todd  ascribed  to  the 
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large  wards,  excellent  ventilation  of  the  hospital,  and 
unceasing  attention  which  was  paid  to  the  sica. 

I.  On  the  8th  of  June  a patient  was  admitted 
from  another  hospital,  in  which  he  had  lain  for  two 
months,  under  surgical  treatment,  for  concussion  of 
the  brain.  His  mind  was  m a state  of  the  utmost 
confusion,  he  had  lost  all  distinct  perception  of  the 
relations  of  things  ; and  it  was  to  be  feared  that 
he  would  become  idiotic,  for  he  was  getting  daily 
worse,  when  symptoms  of  general  fever  took  place. 
On  the  10th  day  of  his  fever  he  became  a patient  of 
mine.  He  was  incoherent,  his  tongue  was  covered 
with  a thick  layer  of  white  mucus,  the  edges  being 
of  a flesh  red  ; he  was  flushed,  and  there  was  a mar- 
bling on  his  skin  like  fading  petechias ; he  had  a 
loose  cough,  and  though  his  pulse  was  quick,  the 
temperature  of  his  body  was  not  high.  Leeches 
and  cold  applications  to  the  head,  fomentations  to 
the  legs,  and  a blister  to  the  nucha,  were  ap- 
plied, and  mild  mercurials  with  ipecacuanha  were 
given.  On  the  14th  of  June  he  was  quite  unma- 
nageable, from  the  disturbed  state  of  his  mind,  and 
he  was  much  flushed.  About  this  time  he  passed  his 
urine  and  stools  in  bed.  In  this  condition  he  con- 
tinued until  the  20th,  becoming  weaker  daily.  He 
had  become  refractory,  had  refused  to  allow  the  tem- 
poral artery  to  be  opened,  or  to  take  medicine  ; and  1 
must  admit  that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid  to 
his  case,  which  appeared  to  be  nearly  hopeless.  On 
the  evening  of  the  20th,  some  inflammation  was  dis- 
covered by  the  nurse  in  the  right  side  of  the  belly. 
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Next  clay  1 discovered  a considerable  extent  of  in- 
flammation in  the  right  iliac  region,  which  crepitat- 
ing under  the  fingers,  resembled  a large  anthrax  ; 
a point  of  inflammation  was  also  observable  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  left  groin  ; this  led  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  scrotum,  the  lower  part  of  which  was  in  a 
state  of  slough  to  the  extent  of  half-a-crown.  These 
appearances  but  too  plainly  belonged  to  an  extensive 
urinary  abcess,  which  had  arisen  probably  from  an 
overdistended  bladder.  The  further  progress  of  this 
case  need  not  be  detailed.  The  patient  died  on  the 
27th  of  June,  in  a miserable  way  ; for  no  sooner  was 
a dressing  applied  than  he  tore  it  off.  Indeed  he 
was  consistent  in  no  part  of  his  conduct  but  in  his 
efforts  to  baffle  every  endeavour  which  was  made  to 
save  his  life. 

For  an  occurrence  such  as  this,  the  physician  and 
not  the  nurse  is  accountable.  It  is  a rule,  not  to  be 
dispensed  with,  when  involuntary  discharges  of  urine 
take  place  in  the  advanced  stages  of  fevers,  frequently 
to  examine  over  the  pubes,  so  that  the  catheter  may 
be  introduced  when  any  fullness  is  detected  in  the 
hypogastric  region.  Had  this  rule  been  adhered  to 
in  the  present  instance,  the  termination  of  the  case 
would  have  been  different.  In  a patient  who,  on  the 
4th  of  August,  was  reported  by  the  nurse  to  have 
voided  her  urine  freely,  only  a short  time  before  the 
visit,  I judged  it  necessary,  from  observing  urine  dis- 
tilling from  the  mattress,  to  examine  the  hypogastric 
region,  and  finding  fullness  and  tension  over  the 
pubes,  I ordered  the  catheter  to  be  introduced,  by 
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means  of  which  at  least  three  pints  of  high  coloured 
urine  were  discharged,  to  the  immediate  ienef  of  the 
patient.  This  patient  required  the  occasional  in- 
troduction of  the  catheter  for  two  or  three  days. 

II.  Anne  Kelly,  admitted  on  the  13th  of  May. 
This  girl  had  been  sitting  up  in  an  hospital  every 
night  for  several  weeks,  watching  her  father,  whose 
leg  had  been  amputated.  During  the  day  she  had 
made  great  exertions  to  sustain  two  infant  children 
who  had  been  left  to  her  care.  Exhausted  and  de- 
pressed, she  fell  a victim  to  fever,  the  principal 
symptoms  of  which  were  foul  taste,  sickness  at  sto- 
mach, oppression  of  the  breathing,  and  coldness 
of  the  extremities.  On  the  16th  day  of  her  illness 
she  was  affected  with  great  pain  of  the  right  knee, 
leg,  and  foot ; on  the  17th  day  she  was  received  into 
the  hospital  ; the  pain  was  severe,  and  was  much 
aggravated  by  the  slightest  touch  ; the  limb,  from  the 
knee  downward,  felt  cold  and  benumbed.  It  was 
mottled  from  numerous  minute  dots  of  a dark  blue 
colour,  and  patches  of  a livid  blue ; the  middle  of 
the  leg  was  redder  than  the  rest,  the  foot  cold  and 
very  pale,  like  that  of  a cadaver.  Several  hard  tu- 
mors were  distinguishable  on  the  calf  and  middle  of 
the  leg,  which  were  very  painful ; the  pulse  was  quick, 
but  the  tongue  was  moist  and  clean.  In  a day  or 
two  the  foot  became  of  an  uniform  purple  colour, 
then  of  a deep  fiery  red,  with  vesications  all  ■ over 
She  was  removed  on  the  22d  to  the  Richmond  Sur- 
gical Hospital,  in  which  her  leg  was  amputated  by 
Mr.  Carmichael,  after  which  her  recovery  was 
rapid. 
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In  this  young  woman’s  case  the  inflammation  of 
the  extremity,  which  ended  in  dry  gangrene,  seemed 
to  carry  off  the  fever.  When  she  entered  the  hos- 
pital neither  her  tongue  nor  her  expression  indicated 
the  existence  of  idiopathic  fever. 

With  regard  to  the  morbid  appearances  discovered 
in  our  dissections,  during  the  first  five  or  six  months 
included  in  this  report,  a very  few  observations  will 
suffice.  That  the  abdominal  viscera  should  appa- 
rently prove  sound,  in  most  instances,  excited  no  sur- 
prise, as,  until  the  middle  of  August,  there  were  no 
symptoms  which  indicated  acute  disease  in  that  part 
of  the  system,  but  we  expected,  from  the  prevalence 
of  pulmonic  irritation,  to  find  the  lungs  inflamed, 
which  was  by  no  means  the  case.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable, if  the  patients  who  died  had  perished  in  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  fever,  that  these  appearances 
would  not  have  been  wanting.  Our  expectations 
were  never  disappointed  as  to  the  state  of  the  brain, 
unless  that  the  diseased  appearances  in  that  organ 
were  not  always  proportionate  to  the  severity  of  the 
symptoms  which  denoted  cerebral  disturbance.  The 
vessels  of  the  head  were  turgid  ; there  was  increased 
vascularity  in  the  brain,  especially  on  its  surface.  A 
slight  extravasation  of  blood  from  the  vessels  of  the 
pia  mater  was  observable  in  many  instances ; in 
others,  there  was  serous  effusion  on  the  surface  of 
the  brain,  into  the  ventricles,  and  into  the  theca  ver- 
tehrarum,  but  not  to  a great  extent.  In  a few  cases 
the  remains  of  disease  were  inconsiderable  ; thus,  in 
a dissection  which  was  made  of  a patient  of  Dr. 
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Clarke’s,  who  had  been  affected  with  universal  agi- 
tation, extreme  torpor  of  the  bowels,  petechia?,  ob- 
stinate averseness  to  medicine,  subsultus,  and  rigor 
before  death,  although  there  was  considerable  flow  of 
blood  from  the  vessels  of  the  scalp,  and  turgesence  of 
the  sinuses ; the  only  striking  appearance  of  disease, 
within  the  cranium,  was  a general  blush  over  the  pia 
mater  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  as  if  the  minute  arte- 
ries had  been  in  an  excited  state.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, there  was,  what  rarely  appeared  during  the  sum- 
mer, a diseased  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach. 


I shall  explain  the  treatment  of  this  species  of 
fever  very  shortly,  there  being  much  less  novelty  in 
it  than  in  the  fever  of  the  preceding  winter.  Al- 
though many  respectable  physicians  considered  the 
disease  typhus,  I believe  it  was  only  the  common 
continued  fever,  which  generally  prevails,  more  or 
less,  during  the  summer,  in  many  of  the  great  towns 
in  these  countries  : it  was  sometimes  in  an  aggravated 
form,  but  generally  it  was  mild.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  atactic  cases,  which  were  not  numerous, 
the  indications  were  obvious,  and  the  remedies  such 
as  are  in  general  use. 

During  the  first  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  treatment 
was  strictly  antiphlogistic.  In  the  cases  which  ter- 
minated before  the  end  of  the  second  week,  it  was 
generally  antiphlogistic  throughout  ; first  the  bowels 
were  thoroughly  purged,  and  then,  in  all  the  milder 
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cases,  the  disease  was  left  to  cold  water  or  whey,  cool 
air,  and  sponging  the  head  and  neck  and  chest  with 
vinegar  and  water,  together  with  a purgative  when 
there  was  not  more  than  one  stool  in  the  day.  In 
the  more  protracted  cases,  the  cordial  plan  of  treat- 
ment gradually  took  place  of  the  antiphlogistic  ; pro- 
vided there  was  no  inflammatory  determination,  from 
four  to  eight  ounces  of  port  wine  were  allowed  daily  ; 
from  the  latter  quantity,  every  advantage  which 
seemed  attainable  from  wine,  was  procured.  About 
the  11th  or  12th  day,  provided  the  cough  was  sub- 
dued, or  had  become  moist,  and  there  was  no  head- 
ach  or  great  flushing,  and  no  tension  or  tenderness 
of  the  epigastrium,  I generally  ordered  wine  on  the 
patient’s  complaining  of  weakness,  or  on  debility 
being  evidenced  in  the  position  of  the  patient,  languor 
of  the  circulation,  or  on  the  appearance  of  symptoms 
which  indicate  irregularity  in  the  supply  of  the  nerv- 
ous power,  as  muttering,  low  delirium,  tremors, 
subsultus,  floccitation-  &c.,  or  on  the  tongue  becom- 
ing shrivelled,  dry,  and  black.  Along  with  wine  the 
calomel  bolus  was  given,  generally  every  second  day. 

There  was  another  condition  of  the  disease,  in 
which  a moderate  quantity  of  wine  was  allowed.  When 
between  the  second  and  third  week  of  the  fever  the 
patient’s  appearance  was  nearly  natural,  save  that 
his  complexion  wras  high,  his  tongue  nearly  clean, 
only  perhaps  too  florid,  and  when  with  these  symp- 
toms the  heat  of  the  surface  was  great,  and  the  com- 
plaint of  weakness  considerable  ; in  such  a state,  wine 
was  often  very  useful,  to  which  were  added  saline 
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diaphoretics,  an  occasional  purgative,  and  fomentations 
to  the  lower  extremities. 


In  the  advanced  period  of  the  fever,  when  there 
was  no  local  pain,  or  fullnes  of  the  hypochondria, 
and  more  especially  when  the  tongue  was  moist,  even 
when  it  was  not  clean,  there  were  some  cases,  in 
which  opium,  combined  with  mild  purgatives,  * ap- 
peared to  me  of  more  use  than  even  wine  ; such  a 
combination  was  very  useful  in  the  cases  which  were 
attended  with  the  less  vehement  kind  of  delirium,  with 
pale  sunken  features,  with  tremors  and  subsultus,  and 
with  atactic  symptoms  ; and  here  I may  remark,  that 
in  the  upper  ranks  of  life,  in  the  advanced  period  of 
fevers,  attended  with  vigilance,  but  without  great 
reaction,  when  the  delirium  is  not  phrenitic,  but  ra- 
ther of  a low  and  desponding  cast,  when  the  pulse 
is  unsteady,  while  at  the  same  time  the  hypochondria 
are  not  tumid,  a draught  containing  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  drops  of  laudanum  taken  at  bedtime,  will  some- 
times produce  a favourable  change  in  the  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  disease. 


In  offering  a few  observations  on  blood-letting,  it  is 
necessary  that  I should  begin  by  correcting  aa  error 
into  which  I have  fallen  in  my  first  report.  I have 
there  said,  that  in  two  or  three  cases  in  which  venesec- 
tion was  performed  during  the  exacerbatio  eritica,  the 
VOL.  II.  D 
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salutary  effort  of  the  constitution  was  interrupted, 
and  the  fever  went  on  for  several  days  longer  : the 
term  exacerbatio  critica  ought,  in  strict  propriety,  to 
be  confined  to  the  struggle,  which  is  apparent  be- 
fore the  rigor  or  sweat  takes  place,  in  which  case  ve- 
nesection is  not  always  injurious,  for  in  several  in- 
stances, mistaking  the  purport  of  the  symptoms 
which  constituted  the  exacerbatio  critica,  I ordered 
the  patient  to  be  let  blood,  and  perspiration  and  per- 
fect crisis  followed  the  operation  : had  I been  fully 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  struggle  in  these  cases,  I 
would  have  left  the  disease  to  its  course  ; nevertheless 
it  is  certain,  that  blood-letting  in  the  first  period  of 
crisis  was  not  in  any  instance  injurious : the  bleeding, 
alluded  to  in  my  first  report,  which  interrupted  the 
salutary  effort  of  the  constitution,  was  performed  in 
the  second  or  third  period.  The  effect  of  blood-let- 
ting in  the  first  stage  of  crisis  may  be  considered  as 
analogous  to  that  produced  by  blood-letting  in  the 
hot  stage  of  remittent  fever,  a practice  which  was 
common  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  to  procure  a more 
speedy  and  complete  remission. 

In  April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  of  about 
three  hundred  patients  admitted  into  No.  1 and  No. 
4,  one  hundred  and  forty  nine  were  let  blood,  some 
of  these  three  or  four  times.  Of  these,  immediate 
relief  after  blood-letting  was  experienced  by  91,  but 
I am  convinced  that  a much  greater  number  were 
in  an  improved  state  on  the  day  after  they  were 
bled  ; yet  the  blood  drawn  was  not  sizy  in  one  case 
of  twenty,  if  wre  except  the  relapses,  and  those  cases 
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in  which  blood  was  drawn  to  relieve  the  inflammatory 
affections  which  were  apt  to  occur  during  conw.- 
lescence. 

Symptoms  which  induced  me  to  order  venesec- 
tion in  1816,  directed  me  to  that  remedy  in  1817  : 
a marked  increase  of  vascular  activity  in  any  of  the 
viscera  always  led  me  to  order  blood-letting,  such  as 
severe  headach,  in  which  case  the  temporal  artery 
was  in  general  opened ; pain  in  the  chest,  dry 
cough,  and  expectoration  of  bloody  mucus,  epi- 
gastric tension  and  tenderness  ; the  last  symptom, 
however,  was  rare,  until  towards  the  latter  end  of 
August,  when  it  began  to  predominate.  Bleeding 
did  not  appear  to  me  injurious  in  any  one  instance 
in  which  it  was  performed  in  my  vrards.  Blood-let- 
ting was  several  times  employed  as  a part  of  the  eu- 
thanasia, when  perhaps  it  shortened  the  patient’s  life 
by  a few  hours,  but  even  of  this  I am  by  no  means 
certain.  Of  the  ninety  four  patients,  above  mentioned, 
who  were  let  blood  with  advantage,  sixty  nine  had 
symptoms  of  pulmonic  irritation,  and  almost  every 
one  of  these  had  headach  also  ; fifteen  were  without 
pulmonic  disturbance,  but  had  severe  headach  with 
flushed  eyes,  and,  most  of  them,  a tendency  to  deli- 
rium ; and  three  had  either  epigastric  tenderness  or 
tormina  and  tenesmus.  Nearly  three  fourths  of  the 
patients  admitted  had  pneumonic  symptoms.  Head- 
ach wras  nearly  universal.  The  pneumonic  symptoms, 
however,  bore  a less  proportion  to  the  cephalitie  as  the 
season  advanced  ; of  the  last -eighteen  patients  ad- 
mitted in  June,  nine  were  without  pulmonic  distress. 
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In  some  individuals  the  pulmonic  affection  was  so 
obstinate  as  to  require  the  lancet  three  or  four  times 
before  the  pain,  with  oppression  of  breathing,  was 
subdued,  or  the  expectoration  was  restored.  For 
cough  alone  I did  not  order  blood-letting,  unless  it 
was  very  harassing  and  dry,  or  attended  with  fre- 
quent breathing  and  bloody  mucus  : wThen  there  was 
a stitch  and  impeded  respiration,  I ahvays  used  the 
lancet.  In  delirium  I did  not  order  blood-letting, 
unless  it  was  attended  with  headach  or  great  flush- 
ing. Upon  a careful  review  of  the  cases,  I find 
blood-letting  ordered  in  only  one  or  two  instances, 
for  flushing  and  great  heat  of  surface,  unconnected 
with  headach,  irritation  of  the  lungs,  or,  in  short, 
organic  determination. 

Although  a preference  was  due  to  arteriotomy,  yet 
the  application  of  eight  or  nine  leeches  to  the  temple, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  fever,  often  succeeded  com- 
pletely in  relieving  the  headach  : nay,  in  some  in- 
stances it  appeared  to  carry  off  the  fever  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  twTenty-four  hours.  I wish  to  record 
this  observation,  as  it  has  been  asserted  by  a person 
in  this  city,  of  skill  and  experience,  that  leeches  ap- 
plied to  the  temple  were  of  no  use.  1 can  affirm, 
moreover,  that  several  patients  have  assured  me  that 
leeches  applied  to  one  of  the  temples  relieved  the 
side  of  the  head  to  which  they  were  applied,  while 
the  other  continued  to  ache. 

I shall  not  presume  to  say,  that  a greater  mortality 
would  have  taken  place,  had  I been  less  partial  to  the 
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lancet.  The  disease  was  m general  so  mild,  that  the 
mortality  would  have  been  inconsiderable  under  any 
method  of  treatment ; but  I am  persuaded  that  blood- 
letting was  a means  of  materially  abating  the  suffei- 
in  »’s  of  the  sick,  by  removing  pain,  sickness  and 
anxiety,  and  by  abridging  the  period  of  the  fever. 
The  use  of  the  lancet  also  protected  many  of  the  pa- 
tients from  the  usual  sequels  of  fever.  The  number 
of  instances  in  which  crisis  took  place  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  venesection  was  performed, 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July  and 
August,  was  very  considerable.  Several  women  were 
admitted  in  an  advanced  period  of  pregnancy,  the 
sixth  or  seventh  month,  with  fever  in  a very  severe 
form.  In  these  women  the  lancet  was  used  when  it 
appeared  to  be  wanted,  and  mild  purgatives  were 
given  daily  and  they  did  not  abort,  although  there 
was  every  reason  to  dread  that  event  in  two  of  them 
in  particular. 

Blisters  were  used  both  in  the  earlier  and  later  pe- 
riods of  fever.  First,  following  arteriotomy,  a blister 
to  the  nucha  was  found  to  lessen  the  distressing  head- 
ach  which  so  often  occurred  in  the  first  week ; after 
venesection,  a blister  to  some  of  the  regions  of  the 
thorax  was  in  general  ordered  to  assist  in  abating 
pulmonic  inflammation  or  congestion  ; and  after  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  a blister  was 
applied  when  the  tension  or  tenderness  of  that  part 
was  not  removed.  Secondly,  blisters  were  applied 
between  the  shoulders,  to  the  sternum,  and  to  the 
legs,  in  aid  of  cordials,  to  rouse  the  patient  from  the 
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torpor  of  the  more  advanced  period  of  the  fever,  and 
relieve  the  internal  organs  by  a powerful  counter-ir- 
ritation. In  desperate  cases  of  coma,  the  whole  scalp 
was  covered  with  a blister,  and  sometimes  with  ap- 
parent benefit, 


A fever,  such  as  I have  attempted  to  describe  in 
the  foregoing  pages  was,  during  the  summer  of  1817, 
gradually  establishing  itself  all  over  Ireland,  and  ul- 
timately it  spread  among  the  poor  in  the  capital. 
This  fever  appeared  to  be  unconnected  with  any  pe- 
culiar condition  of  the  atmosphere,  the  summer  hav- 
ing been  wet  and  cold,  and  wet  and  cold  summers, 
as  I have  observed,  on  a former  occasion,  being 
counted  healthy  ones  in  Dublin.*  The  following  is 
an  abstract  of  the  weather  from  April  to  Septem- 
ber, which  I owe  to  my  friend,  Mr.  C.  Moore. 
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Very  wet. 

* See  Dublin  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  I,  p.  14.  See  also  Dr. 
Edward  Fercival’s  masterly  account  of  the  Epidemic  Fevers  of 
Dublin.  In  that  paper  Dr.  Percival  says,  “ it  has  long  been 
remarked,  that  protracted  dry  weather  is  peculiarly  productive 
of  fever  in  Dubiin,  and  that  rainy  weather,  which  is  the  preva. 
lent  character  of  the  climate,  agrees  best  with  the  general  health 
of  its  inhabitants.”  Vide  Transactions  of  the  Association  of  the 
King  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians,  p.  261.  vol.  I. 
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The  progress  of  the  epidemic  in  Dublin  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  slight  sketch  of  oui  pro- 
ceedings  at  the  House  of  Industry. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  and  the  four  succeeding  days, 
we  had  an  average  of  nine  admissions  daily,  into 
the  Hardwicke  Hospital,  which  was  more  than 
double  the  average  of  admissions  of  the  five  or  six 
months  preceding  ; after  the  first  week  in  June,  the 
admissions  did  not  exceed  four  per  diem,  or  in  other 
words,  not  more  than  four  applied  for  admission,  for 
of  late  it  has  been  a rule  of  the  institution,  sanc- 
tioned by  Government,  that  no  patient  in  fever  shall 
be  refused  admission. 

On  the  1st  of  September  fifteen  patients  applied 
for  admission,  a circumstance  which,  as  accounts  had 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  Ireland  of  the  preva- 
lence of  fever,  the  Governors  of  the  House  of  Indus- 
try thought  it  their  duty  to  report  without  delay  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  This  precaution  was  not  an  un- 
necessary one,  for,  in  in  the  course  of  a week,  one 
hundred  patients  were  admitted,  tlie  usual  weekly 
average  being  twenty-seven. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  apprehensions  being  en- 
tertained of  the  extension  of  fever,  the  Governors 
of  the  House  of  Industry  were  ordered  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  apply  the  Whitworth  Hospital,  origi- 
nally designed  for  chronic  diseases,  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  patients  labouring  under  fever  ; and  pn  the 
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9 th  ot  September,  they  received  instructions  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  State  to  extend  their  inqui- 
ries into  all  those  parts  of  the  city  wherein  fever  had 
appeared,  or  wherein,  from  the  neglect  of  cleanli- 
ness, and  the  density  of  the  population,  its  appear- 
ance might  be  apprehended  ; and  they  were  at  the  same 
time  instructed  to  order  the  whitewashing  of  the 
rooms  of  the  infected,  and  the  removal  of  filth  from 
the  habitations  of  such  as  were  unable  to  remove  it 
at  their  own  cost,  and  also  to  adopt  any  other  mea- 
sures which  might  seem  to  them  best  calculated  to 
discourage  the  introduction  or  check  the  progress 
of  fever.  In  furtherance  of  these  ends  they  were 
promised  every  assistance  which  the  Police  Magis- 
trates and  the  Commissioners  of  Paving  could  afford. 

In  consequence  of  these  instructions,  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  House  of  Industry,  with  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Perceval  and  the  physicians  to  their  own  In- 
stitution, digested  a plan  for  the  protection  of  the 
city,  of  which  the  following  is  a brief  outline. 


They  divided  the  city  and  its  environs  into  dis- 
tricts, over  each  of  which  they  placed  a Medical  In- 
spector. These  inspectors  were  ordered  to  ascertain 
the  extent  of  fever  in  their  respective  districts,  to  en- 
courage, the  infected  to  take  advantage  of  the  Fever 
Hospitals,  - to  detect  nuisances  which  were  likely  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  public  health,  and  to  point  out 
such  houses  or  rooms  as  required  whitewashing.  The 
Medical  Inspectors  were  further  directed  to  make 
daily  reports  to  the  Governors  and  Physicians. 
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Every  apartment  in  Dublin  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  which  supplied  the  Hospital  with  a 
patient  in  fever,  was  whitewashed,  and  the  areas, 
courts  and  lanes,  in  which  masses  of  filth  had  been 
allowed  to  accumulate,  were  cleansed.  For  a consi- 
derable time  there  were  two  hundred  persons  in  se- 
parate gangs,  employed  by  the  Governors  of  the 
House  of  Industry  in  cleansing  the  city,  and  in  re- 
moving from  those  parts  of  it,  which  were  not  under 
cognizance  of  the  Paving  Board,  the  accumulated 
filth  of  years.  The  Liberties  of  Dublin,  at  the  time 
these  operations  commenced,  contained,  in  the  private 
courts  or  areas  behind  the  houses,  innumerable  depots 
of  putrid  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  which  had  ap- 
parently produced  no  very  injurious  effect  upon  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  : it  is  certain  that  the 
Liberties  yielded  us  very  few  cases  of  fever  during 
the  summer  of  181 7. 

■ * 

As  it  appeared  that  a fever  had  existed  in  the 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin  for  some 
time  before  it  began  to  spread  in  the  city,  an  inspec- 
tion was  ordered  of  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,  and  a 
health  return  was  made  out,  of  which  the  following 
is  a copy  ; 


State  of  Health  of  Dublin  and  the  adjoining  Village*, 
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Printed  Report,  1 Mod.  Clerk. 


ON  FEVER. 


4<3 

Notwithstanding  the  measures  of  medical  Police, 
which  were  adopted,  the  fever  continued  to  extend ; 
and  as  the  House  of  Recovery  in  Cork-street  was  full, 
as  well  as  the  Hardwicke  and  Whitworth  Hospitals, 
several  unoccupied  wards  in  Steevens’s  Hospital  were 
opened,  at  the  desire  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  When 
these  wards  were  filled,  Iris  Excellency  directed  the 
Richmond  General  Penitentiary  to  be  converted  into 
a temporary  Fever  Hospital.  He  also  directed  patients 
in  fever  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Patrick  Dun’s  Hospital ; 
finally,  the  City  Bridewell,  which  was  capable  of 
containing  four  hundred  sick,  was  ready  to  be  con- 
verted into  an  hospital  should  the  epidemic  further 
increase ; and  such  was  the  provident  care  of  Go- 
vernment, that  with  the  exception  of  one  day,  every 
person  in  fever,  who  applied  to  be  taken  into  an 
hospital,  was  received  during  the  autumn,  winter, 
spring,  and  summer  of  1817  and  1818. 

Knowing  that  Doctor  Renny,  Director  General  of 
Military  Hospitals,  had  paid  much  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  public  health,  I applied  to  him  for  infor- 
mation with  respect  to  the  extent  of  hospital  accom- 
modation afforded  by  Government,  and  to  his  kind- 
ness I am  indebted  for  the  following  interesting 
table : “ 


General  lieport  of  Fever  patients  admitted  into  the  Dublin  Hospitals,  for  nine  months,  commencing  1st  of  September, 

1817;  and  ending  31 st  of  Map,  1818. 

Fever  Hospitals  attached  to  the  House  of  Industry. 


DR.  CHEYNE 
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or.  cheyne 


Before  proceeding  further  I shall  beg  to  say  a few 
words  respecting  the  mortality  in  the  Hospitals  of  the 
House  of  Industry,  which,  as  compared  with  the 
mortality  in  some  of  the  other  hospitals,  will  appear 
excessive. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  the  reader  is  reminded  of 
an  observation  made  by  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  a physi- 
cian of  high  authority  in  such  matters,  namely,  that 
the  comparative  mortality  of  different  hospitals  is  a 
most  fallacious  test  of  the  success  of  Medical  Prac- 
tice, unless  the  nature  and  intensity  of  the  several 
diseases  is  taken  into  account. 

In  the  Hospitals  of  the  House  of  Industry,  the 
patients  who  died  of  the  epidemic  fever  were  compa- 
ratively few~,  as  appears  from  returns  in  my  possession, 
but  the  deaths  from  other  diseases  were  numerous. 
Owing  to  the  contiguity  of  the  great  pauper  depot  of 
Ireland  to  these  hospitals,  the  most  miserable  ob- 
jects of  every  description  are  always  to  be  found  in 
our  wards.  Under  the  alarm  of  fever,  many  were,  in 
the  present  instance,  brought  to  the  Hospitals  of  the 
House  of  Industry  from  all  parts  of  the  city  and  ad- 
joining country,  who  were  actually  dying  of  other 
diseases ; and  as  it  is  a rule  of  the  establishment  not 
to  deny  admission  to  any  person  apparently  in  a 
dying  state,  and  as  the  hospital  for  chronic  patients, 
into  which  such  persons  were  wont  to  be  received, 
was  converted,  by  order  of  Government,  into  a Fever 
Hospital,  wre  had  no  alternative  but  to  lay  these  in- 
dividuals along  side  of  our  patients  in  fever,  and 
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to  insert  their  names  in  the  registry  of  the  l ever 
Hospital. 


In  order  to  throw  some  light  on  the  causes  ci 
the  uncommon  prevalence  of  fever  in  Dublin,  an 
inspection  was  made  of  the  two  streets  which,  dur- 
ing the  months  of  September,  October,  November, 
and  December,  supplied  our  hospitals  with  the  greatest 
number  of  patients,  namely,  Barrack-street,  and 
Church-street ; and  the  following  paragraph  is  an 
extract  from  the  report  made  by  Dr.  Peebles  and 
Mr.  Macdowell,  the  Medical  Inspectors,  who  were 
employed  in  that  duty. 

“ Barrack-street  and  Church-street  are  in  theNortli 
side  of  the  Liffey,  and  in  the  line  of  the  Northern 
and  Western  roads.  Barrack-street  is  nearly  parallel 
with  the  Liffey,  between  wThich  and  its  eastern  extre- 
mity are  yards  for  cattle  and  slaughter  houses  : the 
river  at  high-water  is  nearly  on  a level  with  the  cel- 
lars. In  Barrack-street  there  are  85  houses,  the 
apartments  of  which  are  in  general  much  crowded ; 
thus  52  houses  contain  in  390  apartments  1318  per- 
sons, of  which  number  332  adults  are  unemployed, 
the  greater  number  of  whom  are  in  a state  of  ex- 
treme indigence.  There  are  several  public  houses, 
which  are  much  frequented,  particularly  in  the  even- 
ings, and  many  of  the  cellars  are  used  as  public 
eating  rooms.  Soldiers  and  their  followers  have  hi- 
therto afforded  means  of  subsistence  to  many  room- 
keepers,  who  are  now  in  great  distress.  During  the 
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last  three  months  111  persons  have  had  fever,  which 
appears  in  general  to  have  arisen  from  contagion. 
Church-street  consists  of  181  houses,  which,  with 
those  in  the  adjoining  courts,  are  much  more  crowded 
than  the  Houses  of  Barrack-street  ; thus,  in  71 
houses  of  this  street,  and  adjoining  courts,  consisting 
of  393  apartments,  1997  persons  dwell,  of  whom 
628  are  without  employment.  I11  Church-street,  123 
persons  have  had  fever  within  the  last  three  months. 
Foul  lanes,  courts  and  yards  are  interposed  between 
this  and  the  adjoining  streets.  A few  respectable 
shop  keepers  excepted,  the  entire  street  is  inhabited 
by  persons  of  the  lowest  order.  There  are  many 
cellars  which  have  no  light  but  from  the  door,  which, 
in  several,  is  nearly  closed  by  bundles  of  rags,  vege- 
tables, and  other  articles  exposed  to  sale.  In  some 
of  these  cellars  the  inhabitants  sleep  on  the  floors, 
which  are  all  earthen ; but  in  general  they  have 
bedsteads.  Most  of  the  courts  are  crowded  and 
filthy.  Nicoison’s  court,  which  immediately  joins 
the  Root-market,  contains  151  persons  in  28  small 
apartments,  of  whom  89  are  unemployed  ; their  state 
is  very  miserable,  there  being  only  two  bedsteads  and 
two  blankets  in  the  whole  court.  Fever  appeared  in 
three  apartments  of  this  court ; in  one,  the  whole  fa- 
mily  were  sick,  the  individual  first  affected  not  hav- 
ing been  removed  ; in  the  others  only  two  persons 
were  taken  ill,  owing  to  early  removal  and  cleansing. 
'Fhe  effect  of  early  removal  of  the  sick,  and  the 
cleansing  and  whitewashing  of  their  apartments,  wras 
very  remarkable  in  checking  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease in  some  fam.il. ^ , while,  from  the  neglect  of 
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these  precautions,  the  number  of  the  sick  rapidly 
increased  in  others.  Two  neighbouring  houses  in 
Barrack-street  afforded  an  illustration  of  this  remark, 
namely,  Nos.  41  and  47.  In  the  former  the  disease 
began  iu  two  different  families,  and  its  progress  was 
immediately  checked  by  early  removal,  cleansing,  See . 
m the  lattei  the  individual  first  affected  remained  at 
home,  and  died  of  the  fever,  but  not  before  he  had 
communicated  the  disease  to  eighteen  persons  in  a 
short  time.” 

o the  fore&om0  account  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  many  of  the  country  people,  labouring 
under  fever,  who  came  to  Dublin  in  hopes  of  getting 
into  an  Hospital,  Look  up  their  abode  for  a night  in 
BanacK-stieet  oi  Church-street,  and  next  morning 
were  removed  to  our  Hospitals,  or  to  the  House  of  Re. 
covery  in  Cork-street.  It  was  probably  in  this  way 
that  the  disease  obtained  so  firm  a footing  in  these 
streets. 


The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  and  simi- 
lar facts  seems  to  be,  that  where  the  disease  was  in- 
troduced among  such  communities  of  the  poor  as  had 
little  connexion  with  the  higher  ranks  of  society,  and 
were  destitute  of  employment,  and  consequently  ill 
supplied  with  food,  clothing,  and  fuel,  among  such 
as,  from  the  severe  pressure  of  the  times,  were  so 
dispirited  as  to  be  indifferent  to  the  danger  of  infec- 
tion, it  spread  with  celerity,  and  pertinaciously  main- 
tained its  influence. 
vol.  ii. 
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Between  the  years  1800  and  1 8 1 7,  as  appears  from 
an  interesting  report  of  the  Fever  Hospital  in  Cork- 
street,  published  by  Dr.  Grattan,  the  smallest  number 
of  patients  admitted,  in  any  one  year,  into  that  excel- 
lent institution  was  1Q/30,  namely,  in  the  year,  ending 
on  the  5th  of  January,  1 SIO.  In  the  year  1 809,  there 
were  1 17b  patients  in  fever  admitted  into  the  Hard- 
wick e Hospital.  From  my  own  knowledge  of  the  poor* 
gained  while  I was  one  of  the  physicians  to  the 
Meath  Hospital,  I am  persuaded,  that  of  the  fever 
patients  in  Dublin,  not  one  half  seek  the  acccommo- 
dation  of  an  hospital,  unless  perhaps  during  the 
alarm  of  an  epidemic.  Now,  supposing  there  were  only 
4000  cases  of  fever  in  1809,  and  of  these  4000  cases 
only  one  half,  or  one  fourth,  nay,  supposing  only  one 
tenth  part  were  contagious,  it  is  obvious  that,  even  in 
the  healthiest  year  of  the  last  ten,  there  was  a suffi- 
cient stock  of  contagion  in  this  city  to  infect  its  inha_ 
bitants,  and  hence,  that  fever  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, at  any  time  during  that  period,  to  extend 
itself  more  or  less  widely,  according  to  the  activity 
of  its  predisposing  causes,  at  the  head  of  which  are 
unquestionably  an  insufficiency  of  wholesome  food 
and  despondency.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  confine  this 
remark  to  the  population  of  Dublin.  Were  this  the 
proper  place,  I could  shew,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, that  fever  has  not  been  extinct  in  any  of  the 
great  towns  in  Ireland,  during  the  period  above  spe- 
cified. Before  the  establishment  of  Fever  Hospitals  in 
Dublin  I have  reason  to  think  that  fever  was  mote 
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general,  and  more  malignant  also  and  fatal  than  it  has 
been  since.* 

I cannot  help  observing,  that  in  the  street  which 
is  contiguous  to  the  principal  barrack  in  Dublin, 
there  were  more  cases  of  fever,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  city  ; and  as  the  disease  affected  many  of 
the  women  of  the  town,  whose  haunts  are  in  that 
street,  it  is  probable  that  the  soldiers  in  garrison 
were  at  least  as  much  exposed  to  contagion  as  any 
of  the  lower  class  of  the  inhabitants,  and  yet  they 
escaped,  probably  from  being  but  little  under  the 
influence  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  fever ; for,  to 
borrow  the  words  of  a distinguished  medical  officer, 
“ the  pay  of  the  soldier  is  ample  ; he  is  well  clothed, 
well  fed,  well  lodged  and  well  looked  after,  and  all  his 
wants  in  health  as  well  as  in  sickness  are  provided  for.” 
The  following  return  of  the  fever  cases  admitted  into 
the  King’s  Infirmary,  (which  is  the  General 
Hospital  of  the  Garrison,)  for  the  last  two  years,  will 
show,  that  although  the  epidemic  had  prevailed  in 
Dublin  during  four  months  of  the  year  1817,  yet  the 
cases  of  fever  which  occurred  during  that  year  among 
the  troops,  were  much  less  numerous  than  they  were 
in  1816,  which  was  a very  healthy  year  in  Dublin, 
and  thus,  I think,  we  have  an  additional  proof  that 

E 2 

* These  Institutions  have  been  as  useful  as  they  are  honoura- 
ble to  our  age  and  country,  but  still  they  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  only  a part  of  a system  for  extinguishing  febrile  conta- 
gion, the  foundation  of  which  must  always  be  an  act  ve  and 
scientific  Board  of  Health. 
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tlie  diffusion  of  the  epidemic  depended  more  upon  its 
predisposing  causes  than  upon  any  peculiar  activity 
of  its  contagious  principle. 


Return  of  the  Fever  cases  admitted  into  the  King's 
Military  Infirmary  for  the  last  two  years . 


Admitted.  Died. 


25th  December 

1815  to  24th  January  1816 

77 

2 

25th  January 

IS  16  to  24th  February 

84 

2 

25th  February 

to  24th  March 

70 

2 

25th  March 

to  24th  April 

54 

2 

25th  April 

to  24th  May 

32 

0 

25th  May 

to  24th  June 

46 

0 

25th  June 

to  24th  July 

34 

1 

25th  July 

to  24th  August 

29 

3 

25th  August 

to  24th  September 

17 

1 

25th  September 

to  24th  October 

21 

0 

25th  October 

to  24th  November 

27 

1 

25th  November 

to  24th  December 

21 

2 

Total  for  the  year  1816 

512 

16 

Average  number  of  effectives  4983 


Admitted.  Died. 


25th  December  1816  to  24th  January  1817 

23 

0 

25th  January 

1817  to  24th  February 

17 

3 

25th  February 

to  24th  March 

17 

1 

25th  March 

to  24th  April 

22 

1 

25th  April 

to  24th  May 

15 

1 

25th  May 

to  24th  June 

44 

3 

25th  June 

to  24th  July 

22 

0 

25th  July 

to  24th  August 

23 

0 

25th  August 

to  24th  September 

44 

0 

25th  September 

to  24th  October 

32 

0 

£>6th  October 

to  24th  November 

27 

0 

24 til  November 

to  24th  December 

50 

3 

Total  for  the  year  1 8 1 7 

336 

12 

Average  number  of  effectives  4319. 
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Indeed,  as  appears  from  documents  in  the  office  of 
the  Director  General  of  Military  Hospitals,  the  army 
of  Ireland  continued  to  enjoy  excellent  health  up  to  the 
latest  report,  (viz.  July  1st  1818)  The  garrisons  in 
Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  Clonmell,  Kil- 
kenny, Belfast,  and  other  towns,  in  which  the  fever 
was  extensively  prevalent,  were  all  healthy.  The  mor- 
tality of  the  whole  army  in  June  1818,  was  only  12, 
whereas  it  was  24  in  June  1816,  and  22  in  June 
1817. 

There  were  a good  many  cases  of  fever  among  the 
pawnbrokers,  huxters,  and  shopkeepers,  a numerous 
body  in  Dublin,  but  the  disease  was  rare  in  the 
higher  ranks,  and  there  were  very  few  instances  of 
the  fever  extending  to  a second  person  in  any  house 
in  which  proper  attention  was  paid  to  cleanliness 
and  ventilation,  whieh  was  a compensation  for  the 
much  greater  mortality  of  the  disease  when  it  oc- 
curred among  the  middling  or  upper  ranks,  by  whom 
alone  such  attention  could  be  paid. 

Many  of  the  officers  of  our  establishment  caught 
the  disease.  Eight  or  nine  medical  gentlemen  of 
those  who  were  doing  duty  in  the  Institution  were 
affected  with  fever.  The  Steward,  a very  valuable 
officer,  while  zealously  engaged  in  establishing  order 
in  the  Richmond  General  Penitentiary,  fell  a victim 
to  the  disease.  All  the  servants  in  succession  whose 
business  it  was  to  remove  the  clothes  of  the  patients 
upon  their  first  admission,  were  affected  with  fever  in 
a very  severe  form.  Most  of  the  unseasoned  nurses 
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took  the  disease.  At  one  time,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  spring  of  1818,  in  four  wards  which  were  under 
my  care,  there  were  three  of  the  nurses  ill,  now, 
as  there  was  no  relaxation  in  the  discipline  of  the 
Hardwicke  Hospital,  the  increase  of  fever  among  its 
nurses  probably  arose  from  the  fatigue  and  alarm  in- 
cident to  such  a crisis,  which,  by  lowering  their 
health,  threw  them  unusually  open  to  contagion. 


From  the  middle  of  August  until  the  end  of 
March  the  state  of  the  epigastrium  demanded  constant 
attention.  In  three  cases  of  four  the  epigastrium 
was  tender  on  pressure,  sometimes  remarkably  so. 
The  patients  sometimes  suffered  from  irritability  of 
the  stomach  ; nausea  being  a predominant  symptom, 
and  severe  vomiting.  This  condition  of  the  stomach 
was  complained  of  shortly  after  the  rigor  of  attack, 
and  continued  to  be  very  distressing  during  the  first 
week  of  the  fever.  Epigastric  irritation  being  sub- 
stituted for  pulmonic,  the  disease  in  all  other  respects 
continued  the  same  ; in  point  of  cerebral  disturbance 
in  the  more  advanced  period  of  it,  in  point  of  dura- 
tion and  of  crisis ; but  this  change,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  considerably  changed  the  aspect  of  the 
disease.  The  following  was  the  condition  of  the  pati- 
ent on  the  third  and  fourth,  and  from  that  to  the 
ninth  or  tenth  day  of  the  fever- — anxious  expression, 
dee])  and  often  circumscribed  flushing  of  the  counte- 
nance, dry  tongue,  which  gradually  become  brown 
also,  greater  heat  of  the  surface,  although  with  less 
frequent  petechia?,  quick  weak  pulse  j cough  without 
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pain  in  the  chest  or  increase  of  respiration.  In  most 
cases  the  cough  and  quickened  breathing  seemed 
connected  with  an  irritation  seated  below  the  dia- 
phragm ; for  when  the  epigastric  tenderness,  which 
was  generally  the  leading  feature  of  the  disease  in  its 
first  stage,  was  removed,  the  cough  and  quick  res- 
piration subsided,  and  the  disease  ended  favourably. 

Crisis  wras  generally  obtained  by  sweat,  which  often 
followed  a rigor.  About  the  time  of  crisis  the  pa- 
tient generally  slept  much,  and  the  usual  changes  took 
place  in  the  urine.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however, 
that  some  patients  rather  unexpectedly  died,  after  the 
struggle  of,  what  had  promised  to  be,  a favourable 
crisis  by  perspiration. 

In  many  cases  attended  with  alarming  symp- 
toms, crisis  took  place  about  the  fifth  or  seventh 
day ; in  such  cases,  however,  a relapse  occurred  very 
frequently  about  the  end  of  the  second  week,  and 
a second  and  final  crisis  took  place  on  the  seventeenth 
or  twenty-first  day,  counting  from  the  first  invasion. 
Those  of  our  Institution  who  caught  the  disease, 
servants,  nurses,  and  medical  attendants,  were  verv 
liable  to  such  relapses  j indeed,  I never  knew  re- 
lapses so  frequent  as  during  the  spring  of  18 18. 

The  degree  of  temperature,  and  frequency  of  the 
pulse  and  respiration  were  ascertained  in  one  hundred 
cases  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March, 
and  April,  1818,  and  the  following  was  the  result : 


DR.  CHEYNE 


Temperature . 


95° 

97° 

& 

co 

o 

99° 

100° 

101° 

102° 

1030 

104° 

105° 

106® 

107e 

108° 

109° 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

6 

4 

7 

~5 

15 

23 

15 

1 

1 

Pulse . 


30 

60 

70 

72 

76 

78 

80 

84 

86 

88 

j 90  j 92 

96 

98 

1 1 

1 

5 

3 

I ^ 

1 2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

! 4 1 1 

2 

1 

100 
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110 

112 
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120 

124 

126 

132 

136 

150 

14 

2 

5 

9 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

15 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Respiration . 


14 

16 

18 

20  j 22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

o 

U-) 

o 

1 

5 

5 

20 

5 

12  j 7 

11 

9 

12 

1 

5 

3 

4 

1 

The  temperature  might  be  considered  excessive  in 
a majority  of  the  cases : in  fifty-five  cases  it  was  one 
hundred  and  five  or  upwards ; in  eleven  of  these 
cases  the  pulse  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  four; 
and  in  twenty-five  the  respiration  did  not  exceed 
thirty ; in  seven  of  these  twenty-five  the  respiration 
did  not  exceed  twenty  in  the  minute.  Headach  was 
a predominant  feature  of  the  disease  in  thirty  of  the 
above  fifty-five  patients,  great  tenderness  of  the  epig- 
astrium in  twenty-eight,  while  not  more  than  eleven 
had  cough,  of  whom  only  five  had  pain  or  stitch  in  the 
side,  and  one  expectoration  of  mucus  tinged  with 


ON  FEVER. 


5? 


blood.  It  is  observable,  that  while  excess  of  tern* 
perature  prevailed  in  so  many  instances  among  the 
patients  in  Nos.  1 and  4,  there  did  not  take 
place  one  death  among  those  admitted  between  the 
1st  of  January  and  15th  April,  when  I resigned  these 
wards,  except  Dempsey  in  No.  4,  and  Evans  in  No. 
1,  both  of  whom  died,  and  were  removed  to  the  dead 
house  before  my  visit.  It  is  further  observable  that 
there  were  only  nine  cases  of  the  whole  number 
(one  hundred)  in  which  petechiae  could  be  discovered. 

As  in  many  of  the  most  urgent  cases  of  the  epi- 
demic it  appeared  to  me  that  the  epigastrium  was 
the  part  chiefly  affected,  I learnt  with  surprise  that 
the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal  were  sometimes 
found  in  an  apparently  sound  state,  even  in  subjects 
in  whom  epigastric  tenderness  had  predominated. 
Thus  in  a case  reported  by  Mr.  Cumming,  clinical 
clerk,  in  which  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  existed 
during  a great  part  of  the  disease,  on  opening  the 
body,  not  the  slightest  morbid  appearance  could  be 
discovered,  except  a small  quantity  of  bloody  serum 
effused  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  a very 
inconsiderable  blush  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach,  at  the  part  where  the  oesophagus  enters.  In 
this  case,  however,  a critical  effort  by  sweat  took 
place  on  the  day  before  the  patient  died,  and  perhaps 
changed  the  distribution  of  the  fluids,  which  were 
thus  determined  from  the  centre  to  the  surface 
of  the  body.  In  like  manner,  in  a dissection 
which  was  transcribed  for  me  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
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in  which  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  existed  on 
the  day  before  the  patient  died,  all  the  viscera  of 
the  abdomen  had  a healthy  look ; there  were  no 
morbid  appearances,  but  a small  quantity  of  serum  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  serous  effusion  on  the 
surface  and  in  the  cavities  of  the  brain.  Mr.  Crawford 
adds  to  this  case  the  following  observations  : “I  have 
met  with  a few  more  cases  in  which  there  was  epigastric 
tenderness  without  any  corresponding  morbid  appear- 
ance, but  I could  not  discover  them  among  the 
number  of  cases  which  I have  noted ; but  the  case  of 
a woman  named  Farrell  is  fresh  in  my  recollection, 
who,  a few  days  after  her  recovery  from  a slight  attack 
of  fever,  relapsed  with  severe  pain  in  the  epigastric 
region,  and  in  the  whole  right  side  of  the  abdomen, 
the  left  side  being  but  slightly  affected.  The  pain 
was  so  great  that  it  prevented  her  from  moving, 
and  occasioned  constant  moaning.  She  could  not 
bear  the  least  pressure  on  the  epigastrium,  nor  on  the 
right  half  of  the  abdomen.  The  pulse  was  frequent, 
and  very  weak,  and  the  feet  cold.  She  got  some  re- 
lief from  the  application  of  leeches,  and  of  a blister  to 
the  abdomen  ; the  bowels  were  freely  opened,  but 
she  died  on  the  third  day  of  her  illness.  The  dissec- 
tion did  not  account  for  such  severe  symptoms.” — 
Let  me  add,  however,  that  in  the  dissections  which  I 
have  superintended,  after  those  cases  of  fever  in 
which  this  symptom  predominated,  the  inner  surface 
of  the  stomach  wras  always  more  or  less  inflamed. 

There  was  another  anomaly  in  dissection  which 
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requires  to  be  mentioned,  namely,  a state  of  gieat 
congestion,  winch  was  sometimes  observed  m ccitam 
portions  of  the  intestines,  and  which,  in  as  far  as  I 
could  learn,  was  not  always  preceded  by  obvious 
symptoms  of  intestinal  disorder.  The  portions  in 
question  were  of  a dark  purple,  and  sometimes  of  a 
puce  colour  ; they  were  easily  lacerated  ; on  neither 
surface  of  the  intestine  was  there  much  morbid  se- 
cretion. The  coats  of  the  intestines  at  the  parts  al- 
luded to  were  separable  from  each  other  without  dif- 
ficulty ; the  coats  were  not  thickened  but  highly  vas- 
cular, which  vascularity  appeared  venous.  In  one  of 
these  cases  haemorrhage  from  the  intestines  occurred, 
and  yet  the  appearance  differed  altogether  from  that 
which  we  see  after  a fatal  attack  of  Melaena. 

Tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  was  with  more  cer- 
tainty and  safety  relieved  by  topical  than  by  general 
bleeding,  although  the  latter  was  frequently  em- 
ployed also.  If  the  patient  was  young  and  plethoric, 
and  was  admitted  when  the  disease  was  in  its  infancy, 
and  if  he  complained,  as  such  patients  generally  did, 
of  pain  or  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium,  was  flushed 
and  anxious,  I began  with  venesection  ; and  if  he  still 
complained  of  distress  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 
I ordered  ten  or  twelve  leeches  to  be  applied.  Ve- 
nesection was  seldom  repeated,  but  leeching  not  un- 
frequently,  this  remedy  being  one  of  remarkable  effi- 
cacy. After  the  first  or  second  application  of  leeches, 
I frequently  ordered  a blister  to  the  epigastrium, 
small  doses  of  neutral  salts  were  given,  or  some  of 
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the  saline  diaphoretics,  and  in  this  manner  the  dis- 
tress at  the  praecordia  being  relieved,  the  disease  pur- 
sued a more  temperate  course. 

It  is  obvious  that  no  specific  rule  for  regulating  the 
quantity  of  blood  to  be  drawn  can  be  established  : 
this  matter  must  always  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  practitioner.  It  is  my  duty,  however,  more  espe- 
cially as  I have  the  name  of  being  an  advocate  for 
bloodletting  in  fevers,  to  state,  that  several  cases  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  in  which  full  bloodletting, 
practised  when  the  disease  was  confirmed,  proved 
injurious  : great  prostration  followed ; and,  although 
the  local  determination,  which  probably  demanded  a 
cautious  use  of  the  lancet,  was  subdued,  yet  the 
struggle  was  more  dubious  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  In  two  instances  I had  reason  to  think 
that  full  bloodletting  was  productive  of  fatal  effects  ; 
one  of  these  cases  was  characterised  by  vigilance,  a 
tongue  scarcely  affected,  great  quickness  of  the  pulse, 
dun  confluent  petechias ; both  cases  were  atactic.  But 
these  were  instances  of  the  abuse  of  bloodletting. 
There  are  many  cases  of  fever  in  which  bloodletting 
is  inadmissible  in  any  stage  of  the  disease  ; and  there 
are  many  cases  in  which  early  bleeding  would  be  sa- 
lutary, while  late  bleeding  would  ruinous  ; in  like 
manner,  as  there  are  many  cases  of  syphilis  or  inter- 
mittent fever  in  which  mercury  or  bark,  in  certain 
periods  of  the  disease,  would  be  little  better  than 
poison  : when  I am  called  an  advocate  for  blood- 
letting in  fever,  I request  it  may  be  understood  that  it 
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is  discriminative  bloodletting  which  I advocate.  In 
the  Hardwicke  Hospital  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were 
seldom  exceeded  at  one  bleeding ; ten  ounces  might 
be  considered  the  average  quantity  taken  from  an 
adult.  There  were  doubtless  some  few  patients  who 
lost  a larger  quantity  at  once ; but  so  impressed  was 
I with  the  danger  of  carrying  this  excellent  remedy 
too  Tar,  that  when  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  to  be 
exceeded,  I considered  it  my  duty  to  superintend  the 
operation  Nor  did  I often  prescribe  more  than 
twelve  leeches,  ten  or  twelve  being  the  number  coim 
monly  ordered  to  the  epigastrium,  and  eight  to  the 
temple  or  behind  the  ear.  The  head  and  epigas- 
trium were  more  certainly  to  be  relieved  by  topical 
than  by  general  bleeding.  The  relief  of  the  lungs 
was  obtained  by  venesection  in  the  first  instance,  and 
then  by  cupping  and  scarifying. 

I seldom  saw  a patient  early  enough  for  the  trial 
of  free  bloodletting  as  a means  of  arresting  the  course 
of  fever ; the  only  individual  with  whom  I attempted 
this  summary  method  of  cure  was  one  of  our  ward- 
maids.  I was  not  able  to  superintend  the  experi- 
ment, which  did  not  succeed.  The  quantity  of  blood 
drawn  did  not  exceed  twenty  ounces  ; a middle  course 
which  I should  not  recommend  any  person  to  follow. 
It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  the  fever  in  this 
individual,  although  it  was  not  checked,  was  mild. 
During  the  winter  and  spring  I ordered  bloodletting 
sometimes  with  a view  of  abating  reaction,  gene- 
rally however  to  subdue  organic  determinations, 
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which  being  accomplished,  the  crisis  followed,  almost 
immediately  after,  in  more  instances  them  could  have 
been  excepted  ; the  result,  according  with  an  observa- 
tion, which  I believe  may  be  feu;  d in  Fordyce,  d 
when  any  one  organ  is  much  more  affected  m fever 
than  the  rest  of  the  system,  the  whole  disease  will 
often  abate  as  soon  as  the  particular  organic  affection 
is  subdued. 

In  cases  in  which  epigastric  tenderness  did  not 
exist,  in  which  the  febrile  excitement  seemed  to  be 
equably  felt  by  all  parts  of  the  bod  , in  which 
there  were  no  determinations  to  the  viscera  of  the 
thorax  and  abdomen,  and  no  remarkable  determina- 
tion to  the  head,  the  cold  effusion  was  used  in  some 
few  instances  by  me,  and  frequently  by  my  colleagues, 
and  it  cut  short  the  disease  in  several,  and  in  many  it 
moderated  its  violence.  In  the  more  advanced  stages 
of  the  disease,  tranquillity,  which  lasted  for  a consider- 
able time,  was  sometimes  obtained  by  pouring  a 
bucket  of  water  at  95  or  96°  over  a flushed,  delirious, 
and  unmanageable  patient. 

In  some  severe  cases  the  bowels  were  remarkably 
obstinate,  even  when  there  was  no  fullness  of  the 
abdomen,  but  the  contrary.  The  common  attempt 
to  procure  stools  by  drastics,  in  such  cases,  rests  upon 
erroneous  notions  of  pathology,  and  will  often  fail. 
In  a patient,  in  private  practice,  to  whom  I was  called 
on  the  1 Oth  day  of  fever,  whose  face  and  scalp  were 
injected  with  dark  blood,  who  lay  supine,  breathed 
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with  stertor,  and  was  insensible,  the  bowels  had  re- 
sisted the  most  drastic  purgatives,  and  yet  there  was 
no  obstruction,  no  fullness  of  any  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, which  on  the  contrary  was  remarkably  lank. 
Indeed  it  seemed  that  the  excitability  of  the  intes- 
tines was  suspended,  as  well  as  the  secerning  function 
of  the  abdominal  viscera ; for  the  most  stimulating 
glysters  had  been  given  in  vain,  and  scarcely  any 
urine  had  been  secreted.  In  this  case  the  opening 
of  the  temporal  artery,  from  which  the  darkest  blood 
flowed,  restored  the  patient  for  a few  hours  to  the  use 
of  his  understanding,  but  next  day  he  died.  In  si- 
milar cases,  after  emptying  the  vessels  of  the  head, 
employing  the  tepid  affusion  and  blistering  the  legs, 

I should  recommend  an  exhibition  of  calomel  and 
opium.  When,  during  the  epidemic,  the  affection  of 
the  head  resisted  bleeding,  cold  applications,  purga- 
tives, the  tepid  affusion,  and  blisters,  we  had  recourse 
to  a bolus  at  bed-time,  which  contained  one  grain  of 
opium  and  five  of  calomel,  and  during  the  day,  two 
grains  of  calomel  with  a third,  or  rather  a fourth,  of  a 
grain  of  opium,  were  given  every  fourth  or  sixth  homy 
often  with  apparent  benefit.  But  surely  this  combi- 
nation ought  not  to  be  adopted  as  a general  remedy 
for  a disease  which  was  not  fatal  to  one  patient  in 
thirty,  and  which,  in  three  cases  of  four,  required 
only  an  occasional  bleeding,  w Itli  due  attention  to  the 
bowels,  free  air,  and  dilution.  A course  of  calomel 
and  opium  is  very  apt  to  leave  the  patient  excessively 
weak,  and  it  very  generally  affects  the  mouth  ; by  this 
combination  were  produced  some  of  the  most  severe 
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cases  of  ptyalism  I ever  witnessed  ; and  the  mercurial 
sore  mouth  is  an  insufferable  grievance  to  a convales- 
cent from  fever,  a grievance  to  which  dysentery,  also 
arising  from  mercury,  was  sometimes  added.  At  one 
time,  about  the  middle  of  January,  1818,  I had  three 
or  four  patients  in  my  wards  whose  sufferings  from 
the  effects  of  mercury  I shall  not  soon  forget ; and  at 
the  same  time,  there  was  a girl  in  the  hospital  whose 
cheek  was  perforated  by  an  extensive  slough,  which 
was  produced  by  the  effects  of  mercury  given  in  com- 
bination with  opium. 

Of  purgatives,  cooling  drinks,  cleanliness,  includ- 
ing frequent  change  of  linen  and  personal  ablution, 
large  airy  apartments,  and  thorough  ventilation,  there 
appears  now  to  be  but  one  opinion  among  physicians. 
With  regard  to  bloodletting,  mercury,  opium,  and 
wine  (to  some  one  of  which,  in  many  otherwise  ex- 
cellent works  on  fever,  an  undue  bias  may  be  disco- 
vered) I beg  to  remind  the  young,  inexperienced, 
and  ardent  practitioner,  that  they  are  remedies  ap- 
plicable only  to  particular  cases ; and  with  res- 
pect to  the  use  of  such  powerful  means,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  while  the  perfection  of  our  art  consists 
in  knowing  the  exact  point  at  which  expectation 
should  yield  to  action,  the  greatest  authorities  in 
medicine  have  been  more  apprehensive  of  the  offici- 
ousness of  zeal,  of  the  nimia  diligentia  medici,  than 
of  that  degree  of  distrust  in  the  resources  of  Prescrip- 
tion which  will  prevent  us  from  interfering  with  the 
operations  of  nature,  upon  every  trifling  alarm. 
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Calomel  and  opium  did  not  answer  my  expectation 
unless  in  two  modifications  of  the  disease,  namely, 
1st,  in  that  above  alluded  to,  in  which  determination 
to  the  head  was  remarkable.  Thus,  when  the  fever 
was  characterised  by  dun  petechiae,  vigilance,  deliri- 
ous nights,  confusion  of  thought,  * flushing  of  the 
countenance  and  eyes ; when  there  wTas  a faltering 
voice,  some  frequency  and  irregularity  of  the  respi- 
ration, quick  unsteady  pulse,  scanty  secretions,  with- 
out great  abdominal  tension,  calomel  with  opium  was 
of  signal  service.  2dly,  In  an  affection  of  the  sto- 
mach, which  was  not  uncommon  during  the  epi- 
demic. After  excessive  irritability  of  the  stomach, 
which  had  been  quieted  by  venesection  or  leeches, 
and  sulphate  of  magnesia  in  infusion  of  roses,  the 
patient  sometimes  fell  into  a state  of  great  prostration, 
indicated  by  a pale,  anxious,  collapsed  countenance, 
with  a desponding  mind,  which  seemed  on  the  verge 
of  1owt  delirium,  a quick,  unsteady,  and  weak  pulse, 
and  an  iron  grey  colour  of  the  tongue,  which  was 
dry,  rather  swoln,  but  scarcely  furred.  In  such  cases 
one-half,  or  one-third  of  a grain  of  opium  with  two 
grains  of  calomel  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  seemed 
to  restore  the  patient  from  a situation  nearly  despe- 
rate. I was  led  to  prescribe  this  combination  from 
my  experience  of  its  efficacy  in  inflammations  of  the 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach,  when  it  has  been 
given  after  bloodletting  had  been  urged  as  far  as  the 
case  would  admit  of.  But  I would  have  those  who  at- 
tribute the  principal  part  of  the  benefit  which  arises 
fiom  the  combination  of  calomel  and  opium  to  the 
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former  ingredient,  to  read  the  passage  in  Fordyce,* 
in  which  small  doses  of  opium  are  recommended  in 
the  second  week  of  fever,  as  a means  of  converting 
delirium  into  that  state  of  half  sleep  half  stupor, 
which  generally  attends  a favourable  crisis.  From 
small  doses  of  opium,  either  alone  or  combined  with 
a common  purgative,  1 think  I have  seen  all  the  be- 
nefit obtained,  which  we  have  lately  been  taught  to 
expect  exclusively  from  the  united  influence  of  calo- 
mel and  opium. 

Of  the  patients  who  were  admitted  into  the  Fever 
Hospitals  of  the  House  of  Industry,  between  the  1st 
and  10th  of  September,  twenty  obtained  crisis  in 
the  course  of  the  first  thirty-six  hours,  several  of 
these  on  non-critieal  days.  Removal  during  a fever 
from  an  indifferent  room  or  house,  to  one  more  airy, 
quieter,  or  more  commodious,  is  justifiable  in  any  period 
of  that  disease.  In  private  practice,  at  our  first  visit, 
we  ought  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
have  the  patient  removed  to  a better  chamber  or  lodg- 
ing ; I can  answer  for  the  safety  of  such  removal, 
during  fever,  of  persons  of  the  middling  ranks  of  so- 
ciety, as  well  as  of  the  lowest  class. 


Symptoms  of  the  dysentery  occurred  in  some  pa- 
tients after  the  beginning  of  October  ; they  not  unfre- 
quently  formed  a part  of  the  disease  during  the  whole 
winter.  In  our  dissections  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines  was  oftener  in  a pulpy 


* Fordyce  on  Fever,  Dissertation  iii.  p.  236,  7,  8. 
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and  Vascular  state,  and  coated  with  a morbid  secretion, 
than  it  had  been  during  the  summer;  but  the  brain 
still  continued  the  chief  seat  ot  the  morbid  appear- 
ances. I do  not  recollect  a single  dissection  in  which 
the  remains  of  an  excited  state  of  the  vessels  of 
the  brain  did  not  appear, — in  which  the  surface  of  the 
brain  was  not  in  an  inflamed,  or  rather  subinflamed 
state,  as  was  demonstrable  either  from  the  state  of  the 
minute  arteries,  or  from  consequent  effusions.  Inflamed 
would  perhaps  be  too  strong  a term  to  apply  to  a 
degree  of  vascular  action,  which  in  no  instance  led  to 
the  formation  of  purulent  matter,  and  which,  in  only 
one  instance  of  all  the  dissections  which  I witnessed, 
or  were  reported  to  me,  ended  in  the  formation  of 
coagulable  lymph. 

During  the  winter  I occasionally  observed  cases 
similar  to  some  of  those  which  occurred  in  the  pre- 
ceding spring,  marked  by  early  prostration,  pallid 
dejected  countenance,  the  tongue  as  if  dusted  with 
chalk,  with  a triangular  stripe  of  red  at  the  apex, 
sunken  features  and  stupor,  the  temperature  being 
low,  and  the  pulse  by  no  means  quick  ; but  these  cases 
were  intercurrents  only  ; the  epidemic,  in  a vast  ma- 
jority of  the  cases,  continued  unaltered,  petechias  being 
early  observable,  and  many  being  affected  with  severe 
pains  in  the  loins,  and  pains  and  tenderness  all  over 
the  body,  which  deprived  them  of  the  power  of 
moving. 

These  universal  pains,  which  often  attended  the 
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fever,  were  generally  relieved  by  a combination  of 
calomel  and  antimonial  powder,  repeated  at  intervals 
of  four  or  six  hours,  and  continued  for  two  or  three 
days ; a remedy  which  was  also  of  great  use  as  a pre- 
parative for  the  bark  in  several  cases  of  rheumatic 
fever.  I learn  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  em- 
ployed in  attending  the  sick  in  the  Richmond  Gene- 
ral Penitentiary,  that  the  severe  pain  and  tenderness 
of  the  loins,  which  was  a most  distressing  part  of  the 
disease  in  the  summer  of  1818,  almost  always  yielded 
to  leeches  applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the  spine. 

In  the  third  week  of  January,  1818,  I had  a case 
of  exquisitely  marked  bronchial  inflammation  in  No. 
4 ; and  in  the  dissecting  room  an  inflamed  state  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs  was  frequently 
observed : about  this  period  coughs  became  rather 
more  common,  but  cough  was  not  a frequent  symp- 
tom before  the  month  of  May,  and  even  then  it  was 
rare  compared  with  the  preceding  summer. 

I never  witnessed  so  large  a proportion  of  patients 
in  fever,  jaundiced,  as  during  the  summer  of  ISIS. 
Now,  while  I am  drawing  up  this  report  (July  1818) 
we  have  what  would  have  been  counted  by  some  of' 
the  older  writers,  a strongly  marked  bilious  constitu- 
tion, which  they  would  probably  have  referred  to  the 
uncommon  and  long  continued  heat  and  drought  of 
the  season.  The  great  majority  of  these  cases  pro- 
bably depend  upon  congestion  and  active  absorption 
of  the  bile.  The  icteroid  colour  generally  yielded  to 
leeches  applied  to  the  right  hypochondrium,  or  cup- 
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ping  and  scarifying,  sometimes  blisters  and  a solution 
of  neutral  salts,  to  which  a few  doses  ol  the  blue  pill 
were  generally  added ; but  many  of  the  cases  of  this 
affection  doubtless  admitted  of  a spontaneous  cure. 
One  patient  in  fever,  in  the  upper  rank  of  life,  be- 
came jaundiced  on  the  sixth  day  of  his  disease,  'who 
had  taken  calomel  every  night  at  bedtime,  and  castor 
oil  in  the  morning ; after  the  appearance  of  the  yel- 
lowness of  the  skin  he  continued  to  take  three  grains 
of  calomel  at  bedtime  with  half  a grain  of  opium,  and 
generally  a purgative  in  the  morning,  for  six  nights 
more,  at  which  period  the  fever  left  him,  the  yellow- 
ness having  previously  become  faint.  Moreover, 
there  were  frequently  observed  two  kinds  of  icteroid 
fever,  which  were  unconnected  with  any  peculiar  epi- 
demic constitution.  First,  in  those  who  laboured 
under  a diseased  condition  of  the  biliary  organs 
(porter,  punch,  or  whiskey-drinkers)  ; and  under 
this  head  two  cases  are  to  be  referred  to,  in  which 
gall  stones  were  found  impacted  in  the  cystic 
or  common  duct.  Secondly,  in  some  of  those  who 
had  been  much  neglected  at  the  outset  of  their  illness, 
and  who  had  been  reduced  in  health  when  the  fever 
seized  them ; with  these  the  change  of  complexion 
was  sudden,  and  death  followed  at  no  great  distance 
of  time ; according  to  the  nurses  the  change  was 
often  instantaneous  : — “ Sir,  I went  to  warm  a drink 
“ for  him,  and  when  I returned  he  was  as  yellow  as 
‘‘  a lemon.’’  Representations  of  this  kind  have  fre- 
quently been  made  to  me,  and,  making  every  allow- 
ance for  the  ideality  of  the  lower  orders  in  this  coun- 
try, there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  change  was  often 
the  work  of  a very  short  time. 
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In  the  month  of  March,  1818,  the  physicians  to 
the  House  of  Industry  having  found  the  fever  wards 
obstructed  by  patients  who  were  labouring  under  the 
sequelae  of  fever,  recommended  the  Governors  to  se- 
parate these  patients  from  those  who  were  actually 
in  fever.  To  this,  as  to  every  suggestion  of  their 
medical  officers,  the  Governors  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry paid  immediate  attention,  and  ordered  all  such 
patients  as  were  not  actually  in  fever,  or  were  not  in 
a state  of  progressive  recovery  from  fever,  or  its  ef- 
fects, to  be  removed  to  the  wards  in  the  upper  floor 
of  the  Whitworth  Hospital.  Anxious  to  study  fever 
in  its  effects,  and  thus  to  complete  my  view  of  the 
epidemic,  I obtained  the  charge  of  these  wards,  and 
discovered  that  the  most  common  sequel®  were  dis- 
eases of  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes : tubercular 


consumption,  called  into  activity  by  excitement  of 
the  bronchial  membrane,  and  which  always  ran  a 
rapid  course  ; hydrothorax  and  hydrocardia,  liamia- 
temesis,  dysentery,  ascites,  and  ophthalmia.  Chronicle 
rheumatism  was  not  infrequent  ; and  there  were 
some  other  affections  of  more  rare  occurrence  : 
mania,  paralysis,  hysteria,  an  affection,  not  con- 
fined  to  the  female  sex,  resembling  phlegmasia 
dolens.  But  the  subject  will  be  best  illustrated  by 
a tabular  view,  which  the  reader  will  find  at  the  end  of 

...  . .*  ’4  : 

this  report. 


The  following  tables  are  constructed  in  imitation 
of  table  I.  and  II.  in  my  first  report,  prefixed  to 
which  there  are  some  explanatory  remarks,  to  which 
the  reader  is  referred  upon  the  present  occasion. 
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It  appears  from  the  first  column  of  the  first  table, 
that  of  the  patients  admitted  368  were  males,  and 
333  were  females  ; and  that  the  deaths  among  the 
former  were  twenty-six,  while  among  the  latter  they 
were  seventeen  only. 

Of  the  columns  of  general  and  topical  bleeding 
it  is  observable,  that  seventy-seven  patients  were  let 
blood  twice,  sixteen  three  times,  nine  four  times,  one 
five  times,  and  one  six  times  j thus  the  number  let 
blood  was  reduced  to  371,  and  it  was  frequently  to 
such  as  were  let  blood  from  a vein  that  leeches 
were  applied. 

Columns  of  wine,  porter,  and  punch. — I never 
withheld  wine  when  it  appeared  to  me  likely  to  be 
of  the  least  use  to  a patient ; nay,  sometimes  I gave  it 
to  those  who  greatly  longed  for  it,  even  when  it  ap- 
peared that  they  but  little  required  cordial  support ; 
notwithstanding  which,  the  allowance,  had  it  been 
equally  apportioned,  would  not  have  given  a pint 
each  to  761  individuals.  I have  already  remarked 
that  there  is  but  little  economy  in  substituting  punch 
for  wine  ; a physician  who  wishes  to  maintain  dis- 
cipline will  not  introduce  punch  into  his  wards. 
Perhaps  I ought  to  acknowledge,  that  I cordially 
dislike  both  the  sight  and  smell  of  punch,  from  having 
so  often  witnessed  the  ruin  that  ardent  spirits,  unmixed 
or  diluted,  brings  upon  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
poor  of  this  country. 
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W ith  regard  to  table  II.  the  reader  is  requested 
to  observe,  that  the  following  persons  died  in  less 
than  twenty-four  hours  after  their  admission,  viz. 
348,  Mary  Kennedy ; 30 9,  Alice  Conroy ; 454, 
Rose  Sweetman ; 550,  Cromwell  Coghlan  ; 794s 
Matthew  Lawler;  1 147,  Alexander  Graham;  1877, 
James  Reilly;  1192,  Eliza  Dempsy ; 1415,  Tho- 
mas Evans  ; and  that  634,  Pat.  Tynan  died  in  thirty- 
six  hours  after  he  was  admitted.  Secondly,  That  in 
429,  Peter  Doolan,  and  1666,  Cicely  Fox,  the  ex- 
tremities were  livid,  and  in  803,  Mary  Malone,  the 
back  was  in  a state  of  slough  when  they  were  ad- 
mitted ; and  thirdly,  that  Catherine  Fay  died  of  he- 
patic abscess  and  abortion  ; 344,  Joseph  Saville,  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  lungs  ; 446,  Pat.  Ma- 
hony,  of  paralysis  ; 480,  Terence  O’Neill,  of  hydro- 
cephalus after  insanity ; 741,  Catherine  Farrell,  of 
pneumonia  ; 558,  Laurence  Harris,  of  urinary  ab- 
scess ; 640,  Pat.  M‘Coote,  of  inflammation  of  the 
stomach  ; 1237,  Michael  Magee,  of  sloughing  of  the 
penis  \ 1763,  Jane  Ryan,  of  consumption  ; and  22  i 5, 
Edward  Martin,  of  dysentery.  Had  such  as  were 
bona  fide  dying,  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  been  placed  in  a separate  ward,  the  mortality, 
instead  of  being  one  in  between  sixteen  and  seventeen, 
would  not  have  been  one  in  thirty ; nay,  from  De- 
cember to  the  end  of  June,  in  our  whole  hospital 
establishment,  it  would  not  have  been  one  in  forty. 


B.  in  the  last  column  of  this  table,  intimates  that 
the  patient  was  bled  ; N.  R.  that  he  was  not  bled  ; of 


ON  FEVER. 


those  who  died  of  fever,  very  nearly  two  thirds  were 
not  let  blood. 

Most  of  the  dissections  which  follow  were  made 
by  Mr.  Macdowell,  on  whose  knowledge  of  anatomy 
and  accuracy  of  description  the  reader  may  implicitly 
rely. 


ESS 


It  was  originally  my  intention  to  continue  my  la- 
bours in  the  Fever  Hospital  for  another  year,  ex- 
pecting, in  a period  of  three  years,  to  meet  with  most 
of  the  common  varieties  of  the  continued  fevers  of 
this  country ; but,  by  the  resignation  of  my  friend, 
Dr.  Edward  Percival,  a part  of  the  Hospitals  of  the 
House  of  Industry  which  does  not  contain  any  pa- 
tients in  fever,  has  fallen  to  my  charge,  and  hence, 
as  I no  longer  possess  the  same  ample  opportunities 
of  observing  the  phenomena  of  fever,  this  shall  be  the 
last  publication  on  that  subject  with  which  I shall 
trouble  the  reader. 
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1817  & 1818 
Month. 

). 

■s-s 
, « 
« ? 

No.  of 
Admissions. 

No.  of 
Discharges. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1 , 
o . 

j ° =5  8 

i 

o £ 

T-  C 
< *' 

C/5 

. u 
■g  p 

W • M 

r* 

d ^ 

• ^ o 
a 

M 

• 

1 C/5 

fee 

! O 

! o 

|&  §* 
U 

P.Wine,  No.j 
of  Ounces. 

Punch. 
No.  of  Pints. 

Porter. 
No.  of  Pints* 

April. 

1 

4 

21 

22 

19 

18 

2 

4 

28 

24 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

562 

594 

9 

1 

V> 

P 

1 

4 

54 

35 

50 

35 

4 

2 

50 

22 

2 

6 

1 

2 

524 

244 

June. 

1 

4 

54 

29 

29 

29 

5 

27 

50 

5 

8 

2 

2 

502 

100 

5\ 

1 

16 

July. 

1 

4 

28 

29 

27 

28 

1 

1 

13 

20 

5 

7 

10 

rr- 

o 

J 

/ 

, 

442 

466 

August. 

1 

4 

54 

54 

32 

55 

0 

1 

26 

27 

6 

2 

15 

7 

1 

582 

306 

2 

September. 

1 

4 

59 

50 

55 

29 

4 

1 

51 

26 

5 

1 

19 

23 

1 

566 

352 

October. 

1 

4 

29 

31 

27 

28 

2 

r- 

o 

28 

52 

12 

18 

458 

294 

November. 

1 

4 

57 

59 

53 

28 

4 

o 

19 

16 

17 

22 

2 

1 

228 

498 

1 

— 

December. 

1 

4 

53 

27 

52 

25 

1 

o 

21 

7 

1 

16 

« . 

9 

5 

1 

282 

404 

1 

January. 

1 

4 

25  | 
21  1 

2.5 

21 

17 

12 

16 

10 

22 

20 

416 

492 

O 

February. 

1 

4 

25 

24 

24 

23 

1 

1 

17 

12 

5 

7 

24 

16 

1 

520 

490 

7 

March. 

1 

4 

29  j 28 

21  21 

18 

13 

5 

4 

27 

16 

166 

172! 

Total. 

701  65 7 

43 

516 

97 

308 

15  [8860.'  74 
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Extracted  from  the  Registry  of  the 


Hardivicke  Fever  Hospital. 


£ 

c 

ZYi 

o 

fc*  * 

v-  . 

i— 

y 

A 

Name. 

O 

if 

< 

Religion. 

Born. 

Occupation. 

Admitted. 

C. 

O 

Died. 

7 

3' 

ithern;  Fay 

26 

R.C- 

County  Louth  j 

Lab.’s  wife 

April  15 

4 

April  30 

10 

34- 

Joseph  Saville 

61 

P. 

Co.  Wicklow 

Labourer 

April  17 

1 

May  6 

7 

348 

Mary  Kennedy 

3 5 

R C. 

CountyMeath 

Lab.’s  wife 

April  17 

4 

April  18 

s 

36- 

Alice  Conroy 

26 

R.C 

Co.  Leitrim  ; 

Servant 

April  23 

4 

April  24 

6 

37- 

Robert  Short 

J* 

R.C. 

Oueen’s  Co.  1 

Drayman 

April  24 

1 

April  26 

6 

37(5 

M.AnnM'Mahon 

26 

R.  C. 

Dublin 

Servant 

April  25 

4 

April  29 

28 

4 

Cather.ne  Duke 

45 

R.C 

Countv  Dublin 

May  6 

4. 

Mav  16 

35 

4 

Peter  Ddan 

«*»»  1 

R.C. 

County  Dublin 

Labourer 

May  6 

3 

May  9 

35 

44  ■ 

Thomas  Mahony 

0 

R.C. 

Cork 

Nailer 

May  10 

1 

Mav  20 

2 

4-4 

tose  S veetman 

50 

P. 

Dublin 

May  12 

4 

Mav  13 

4 

4 H 

James  Gough 

41 

R.C. 

From  England 

Pedlar 

May  15 

1 

Mav  20 

60 

48. 

Terence  O’Neill 

29 

P. 

From  House  ofj 

May  20 

1 

May  25 

Industrv 

6 

53' 

Terence  Hanlon 

27 

R.C. 

County  Louth 

Labourer 

June  2 

1 

June  10 

570 

Crom  Coghlan 

34 

P. 

County  Down  Shoemaker 

June  3 

1 

June  4 

60 

558 

Lau.  Harris 

39 

R.C. 

County  Cork 

Coachman 

June  7 

1 

June  27 

7 

03  * 

Patrick  Tynan 

R.  C. 

Queen’s  Co 

Cooper 

June  23 

1 

June  25 

3 

64 

Patrick  M'Coot 

SI 

R.C. 

( ’ountv  Louth 

Labourer 

June  26 

1 

July  4 

6 

74; 

Path.  Farrell 

40 

It  C. 

Co.  Dublin  ’ Servant 

July  21 

4 

July  27 

7 

70i 

Patrick  Lunney 

31 

P. 

Co, Fermanagh 

Labourer 

July  25 

1 

July  31 

4 

Matthew  Lawler 

50 

Aug.  2 

i 

Aug.  3 

9 

S:'h 

M..ry  Malone 

22 

R.C. 

Dublin 

Servant 

Aug.  4 

4 

Aug.  8 

8 

8‘.r 

John  Aungier 

52 

P. 

Dublin 

S.lk  Weaver 

Aug.  11 

1 

Aug.  18 

5 

10'  4 

Cat  Cunningham 

40 

t.C. 

toscommon 

Servant 

Sept.  6 

4 

Octo.  3 

114; 

Alex.  Graham 

n 

R.C. 

Dublin 

Cutler 

Sept.  16 

1 

Sept.  17 

1237 

Mich . M‘Gee 

2,3 

R.C. 

Monaghan 

Smith 

Sept.  23 

1 

Octo.  1 

P-4 

Dennis  M'Guire 

5 

R.  C. 

CountyMeath 

Labourer 

Sept.  23 

1 

Sept.  27 

7 

15H 

Simon  Taylor 

41 

R.  C. 

Jamaica 

Saddler 

Out.  12 

1 

Octo.  22 

r. 

1 b3li 

Andrew  Lawler 

56 

R.  C. 

Oueen’s  Co. 

Carpenter 

Oct  19 

1 

Octo  30 

7 

108: . 

Cecily  Fay 

3; 

R.C. 

Galway 

Servant 

Oct.  21 

4 

Ucto.  25 

7 

1 ; 1 0 

F.l'.za  Loftus 

Si  ? 

P. 

Derry 

Servant 

Oct.  25 

4 

Nov.  J3 

10 

1/4 

Jane  Ryan 

4 

R C. 

Dublin 

Servant 

Oct  28 

4 

Nov.  18 

21 

18/  ; 

James  Rt  illy 

4' 

R.C. 

Count'  Month  Labourer 

Nov.  8 

1 

Nov.  9 

6 

2621 

Hugh  Redly 

JO 

R.C. 

Cavan 

Labourer 

Nov.  18 

4 

Nov.  28 

6 

0 

Anne  Keane 

55 

R.C. 

Queen’s  Co. 

Nov.  20 

4 

Nov.  30 

8 

205 

Eliza  Herne 

19 

R.C. 

Dublin 

Servant 

Nov.  20 

4 

Nov.  25 

3 

221 

7d ward  Martin 

11 

R.C. 

Dublin 

1 

5 

221C 

| Phillip  Mills 

I4' 

P. 

T merick 

Watchman 

Nov.  30 

1 

Dec.  7 

2295 

1 Arthur  Magee 

|4- 

R C 

Armagh 

Labourer 

Dec.  4 

1 

Dee.  21 

3 

■Ho  i 

Eliza  Willis 

4. 

R.C. 

King’s  County 

Servant 

Dee.  £0 

4 

4 

276 

Anne  Mooney 

4( 

R.C. 

Co  Wcstmeatl 

Servant 

4 

119- 

Eliza  Dempsey 

3( 

R.C. 

Queen’s  Co. 

|Feb.  1 

4 

fcVh  1 4 

a 

141.' 

Thomas  Evans 

5. 

P. 

King’s  Co. 

Shoemaker 

Feb.  U 

i 

Feb.  2b 

, i 


Remarks, 


Hepatic  Abscess. 
Chronic  Inflam- 
mation of  lungs. 
Pneumonia, 
Enteritis.' 

B. 

B. 

X.  B. 

N.  B. 

Paralysis. 

Apoplexy, 

N.  B. 

Hydrocephalus  s£ 
ter  insanity. 

B. 

N.  B. 

Urinary  Abscess- 
N.  B. 

B. 

Pneumonia. 

B. 

Speechless. 

N.  B. 

N.  B. 

N.  B.  Leeched. 

N.  B. 

Sloughing  of  Penis. 
N.  B. 

N.  B.  Leeched 
B. 

Arteriotomy. 

B. 

Consumption. 

N.  B. 

N.  B Leeched- 
X.  B. 

N.  B. 

B. 

N.  B. 

B. 

B. 

N.  B. 

N.  B. 
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343,  Catharine  Fay,  was  admitted  on  the  7th 
of  April  on  the  8th  day  of  her  illness,  she  had  hectic 
fever  which  appeared  to  arise  from  an  hepatic  abcess, 
for,  along  with  rigors,  she  had  pain  in  the  right  hy- 
pochondrium,  dry  cough  and  irritability  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  she  became  deeply  jaundiced.  After 
aborting  on  the  29th,  she  was  seized  with  convulsions 
and  died  shortly  after. 

344,  Joseph  Saville,  admitted  on  the  17th  day  of 
April,  was  an  emaciated  enfeebled  old  man,  who  had 
been  in  a fever  for  three  weeks,  but  as  his  pulse  was 
only  72,  and  temperature  98°,  it  seemed  to  have  sub- 
sided, leaving  him  with  a cough,  oppression  at  the 
chest,  and  difficult  expectoration ; so  neglected  had 
he  been  that  for  five  days  previous  to  his  admission 
he  had  been  without  a stool.  His  pulse  soon  became 
quick,  the  oppression  of  his  breathing  was  accom- 
panied with  a circumscribed  flush  of  his  cheeks,  hec- 
tic fever  became  confirmed,  and  he  died  on  the  6th 
of  May. 

.i. 

348,  Mary  Kennedy,  subject  to  a short  cough  and 
dyspnoea,  was  admitted  on  the  evening  of  the  17th 
day  of  April,  on  the  9th  day  of  her  illness,  which 
arose  from  the  fatigue  of  travelling  for  several  days 
under  a heavy  burthen.  The  symptoms  of  her  com- 
plaint on  the  18th  were  cough,  oppression  of  the 
chest,  expectoration  of  yellow  mucus,  livid  flushing, 
headach,  pains  in  her  bones,  great  thirst  and  consti- 
pation for  four  or  five  days.  P.  130,  Resp.  44, 
Temp.  100°. 
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Abradantur  Capilli.  Mitt.  Sanguis  ad  % vi. 
Fov.  Crura.  Vesicatorium  amplimi  Fectori.  Decocti 
senekae  J i,  4 tis  horis . 

Blood,  with  a thick  coating  of  pale  size,  not  less 
than  three-fourths  of  an  inch  ; crassamentum  dark 
and  grumous.  In  the  evening  she  became  faint  and 
lethargic,  and  died  about  eleven  o’clock,  p.  in. 

Dissection. — The  liver  extended  considerably 
below  the  margin  of  the  ribs.  The  stomach,  con- 
taining a considerable  quantity  of  fluid,  was  greatly 
distended  with  flatus.  The  lower  part  of  the  je- 
junum was  more  than  usually  vascular.  The  right 
lung  did  not  recede  like  the  left ; it  was  much  en- 
larged, and  was  connected  by  recent  adhesions,  easily 
broken  up,  to  the  diaphragm  and  pericardium,  and  at 
the  upper  and  back  part  to  the  pleura  costalis ; al- 
though it  appeared  more  than  usually  solid,  it  broke 
down  with  ease  under  the  finger.  The  left  lung  was 
healthy  externally.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
trachea  was  inflamed,  and  the  inflammation  extended 
into  the  bronchia?.  A considerable  quantity  of  puri- 
form  matter  flowed  from  the  cellular  structure  of  the 
lungs.  The  increased  size  of  the  right  lung  ac- 
counted for  the  descent  of  the  liver.  The  right  side 
of  the  heart  was  greatly  distended  with  coagulated 
blood.  There  was  a small  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 
lateral  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

369,  Alice  Conroy,  aet.  26,  from  a lane  chiefly 
inhabited  by  prostitutes,  admitted  on  the  23d  of 
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April.  She  was  seized  on  the  gist,  in  the  evening, 
with  chills,  which  were  speedily  followed  by  a pain 
in  the  abdomen  which  never  ceased.  Its  principal 
seat  was  round  the  navel,  and  it  was  so  agonizing 

co  o- 

that  she  screamed  without  ceasing  during  the  nights 

O o o 

of  the  2 1st  and  22d.  The  abdomen  was  tumid,  es- 
pecially round  the  navel  ; it  was  very  impatient  of 
pressure.  She  had  had  no  stool ; she  instantly  vo- 
mited every  thing  she  swallowed.  Her  countenance 
was  pale,  her  neck  and  breast  were  covered  with  pe- 
techise,  her  arms  and  legs  were  of  a livid  mottling, 
and  cold.  She  had  great  thirst  ; her  pulse  was  not 
discoverable,  her  respiration  was  38.  I could  not 
discover  any  herniary  tumour.  She  importuned  me 
so  pitifully  to  have  something  done  for  her  relief, 
that  I directed  the  apothecary  to  open  a vein,  from 
which  only  six  ounces  of  blood  were  allowed  to  flow, 
as  she  became  faint. 

Enema  terebinthinatum.  !£>.  Opii  granum , IIij  - 
drargyri  submuriatis  grana  quinque , M.  f.  Bolus 
sum.  tertiis  koris. 

Three  o’clock.  She  had  passed  two  stools,  consisting 
almost  entirely  of  blood. 

She  lingered  till  the  morning  of  the  24th. 

Dissection.  A quantity  of  foetid  gas  escaped  on 
opening  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  which  con- 
tained nearly  two  pints  of  dark  coloured  fluid,  like 
blood  mixed  with  water.  The  liver  had  the  univer- 
sally tuberculated  structure,  which  is  frequently  found 
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in  incorrigible  drunkards,  who  perish  in  youth.  The 
stomach  contained  a greenish  fluid  not  unlike  lances, 
on  removing  which,  however,  it  appeared  perfectly 
healthy.  The  jejunum  was  intensely  inflamed 
throughout  its  whole  extent ; about  a foot  from  its 
commencement  it  became  black ; on  raising  its  serous 
membrane,  this  dark  colour  seemed  principally  in  the 
muscular  coat ; the  mucous  membrane  was  of  a deep 
crimson  colour.  The  intestines  at  this  part  con- 
tained a fluid  nearly  as  black  as  ink  ; advancing  to- 
wards the  ileon  the  inflammation  diminished,  the 
lower  part  of  the  ileon  was  in  a state  nearly  natural. 
The  ascending  position  of  the  colon  under  the  liver 
resembled  the  jejunum.  There  was  nothing  re- 
markable in  the  rest  of  the  alimentary  canal. 


374,  Robert  Short.  This  man’s  case,  together 
with  the  dissection,  has  been  given  in  the  body  of  the 
report  v.  p.  24.  as  also  the  case  of 

576,  Mary  Anne  M‘ Mahon,  v.  p.  21. 

426,  Catherine  Duke  was  reported  to  labour  un- 
der an  ague,  probably  a double  tertian,  for  she  had  a 
rigor  every  day.  In  a day  or  two  after  her  admission, 
the  course  of  her  complaint  was  interrupted,  and  she 
appeared  to  labour  under  a continued  fever.  On  the 
6th  day  after  her  admission  her  chest  became  op- 
pressed ; the  bark,  which  she  was  taking,  was  stopped, 
blue  pill  with  ipecacuan  was  prescribed,  and  she  was 
blistered.  Her  respiration  became  very  laborious, 
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and  slie  had  an  oppressive  cough.  She  died  on  the 
10th  day  after  her  admission. 

429,  Peter  Doolan,  May  7.  Had  cough  all  the 
winter.  Had  laboured  under  his  present  illness  for 
nearly  six  weeks  : headach,  oppression  at  the  chest, 
severe  cough,  with  free  expectoration,  soreness  in  the 
epigastrium,  thirst.  Brown  stripe  in  the  centre  of 
the  tongue,  edges  white.  Bowels  free : feet  cold. 
Considerably  within  a period  of  four  hours,  and  after 
bottles  of  warm  water  had  been  applied  to  the  feet  to 
remove  their  coldness,  the  natural  colour  of  the  right 
leg  was  changed  to  purple.  P.  116,  very  small. 
Resp.  44,  laborious.  Temp.  93.  Ve  sic  alarum  sterna . 
Pilulce  calomelanos  cum  Ipecacuanha . 

May  S.  Moribund. 

446,  Thos.  Maliony,  ail  exhausted  old  man ; of  this 
man’s  case  we  were  able  to  collect  but  a very  imper- 
fect account.  There  was  no  one  in  the  house  with 
him  during  his  illness  but  a little  girl,  who  said  that 
for  five  weeks  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  rambling 
about  the  house  without  any  apparent  intention,  and 
that  being  very  feeble,  he  frequently  fell  to  the 
ground.  On  admission  he  complained  of  headach, 
and  of  the  state  of  one  of  his  arms,  which  was  com- 
pletely paralysed  ; he  affirmed  that  his  bones  were  all 
broken ; he  continued  muttering  and  raving,  passing 
his  stools  in  bed,  and  he  died  on  the  10th  day  after 
admission . 


454,  Rose  Sweetman,  was  an  incorrigible  drunkarch 
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and  was  brought  into  the  hospital  labouring  under 
apoplexy,  of  which  she  died  in  a few  hours  after  the 
visit. 

464,  James  Goff,  May  lC,  sixth  day  of  fever,  P. 
104.  Resp.  32.  Temp.  106°.  Flushed  countenance  ; 
inflamed  eyes ; brown  tongue— dry  central  line, 
white  edges ; thirst.  Restless  delirium,  anxiety, 
debility  ; severe  pain  over  the  eyes,  and  in  his  loins  ; 
had  been  without  a stool  for  three  days.  Bolus  e 
calomelcine. 

May  17.  Four  stools.  Pulv.  Ipecacuanhas gr a.  xx. 
Mist,  sennce  cum  camphora. 

May  18.  Four  stools.  Pulse  80.  Refused  his  me- 
dicine. Vesicatorium  Nuclue.  Vini  % vi. 

May  19*  Two  stools.  Refused  wine.  Resp.  48, 
and  moaning ; insensible  ; extremities  comfortably 
warm  ; an  abundant  crop  of  vesicles  with  florid  edges 
appeared  after  the  visit  of  yesterday.  Enema  com- 
mune. 

May  20.  Hands,  back,  and  shoulders  of  a purple 
colour  ; extremities  warm. 

May  21.  Died  at  eleven,  p.  m.  after  an  attack  of 
convulsions. 

% 

480,  Terence  O’Neill,  May  20,  a lunatic,  was 
admitted  after  an  illness  of  two  months ; his  tongue 
was  white,  and  he  complained  of  headach  and  cough. 
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Resp.  24*.  Temp.  98°.  Pulse  72.  He  died  on  the 
25th  of  May.  The  principal  appearances  of  disease 
were  in  the  head.  There  were  six  or  seven  ounces 
of  fluid  in  the  ventricles,  and  a lar^e  ossification  of  the 
falx. 

539,  Terence  Hanlon,  3d  of  June  ; the  sixth 
day  of  his  illness.  Countenance  flushed ; temper- 
ature high,  skin  covered  with  dun  petechiae ; P. 
108  ; vertigo ; severe  headach  arid  great  debility. 
Oppression  of  chest,  severe  cough,  with  difficult  ex- 
pectoration, tinged  with  blood.  Bowels  costive, 
apex  of  the  tongue  florid,  base  covered  with  yellow 
mucus ; considerable  thirst.  Mitt,  Sa?ig.  ad  % viii. 
Bolus  e calomelane, 

June  4.  Delirious  night,  flushing.  T.  brown  and 
dry.  Abradantur  Capilli.  Mistura  Senna  cum  cam - 
phora.  Foveantur  crura . 

June  5.  Very  delirious.  Three  natural  stools. 
Tongue  dark  and  dry,  unable  to  protrude  it.  P. 
120.  Mitt,  Sanguis  ex  arteria  Temporali  ad  % viii. 
Coni,  alia, 

June  6.  Wandered  all  night  through  the  wards. 
One  stool.  Tongue  shrivelled  up  and  black.  Feet  and 
legs  beset  with  purple  petechias.  Bolus  e calomelane. 
Vesicatorium  nuchce. 

June  7.  Only  one  stool.  Muttering  delirium, 
restlessness,  subsultus,  floccitation.  Misturce  Pur - 
gantis  ^ i*  tertiis  horis.  Enema.  Vini.  3 
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June  8.  Three  inconsiderable  motions.  Flushing. 
Subsultus  to  a great  extent ; refused  wine  : P.  116  ; 
R.  38  ; Temp.  95°.  Porter  or  Punch.  Bolus  e calo- 
melane  sextis  horis ; Vesicatoria  suris.  Enema . 

June  9.  Large  foetid  discharges  from  his  bowels ; 
less  subsultus.  Spit  out  the  porter.  P.  120  ; Resp. 
40 ; Temp.  97°>  Punch. 

June  10.  Died  about  9 o’clock,  a.  m. 

Dissection.  On  raising  the  dura  mater  we  found 
that  effusion  had  taken  place  between  the  arachnoid 
membrane  and  pia  mater.  Towards  the  back  part  of 
the  left  hemisphere,  and  at  the  anterior  part  of  both 
hemispheres,  the  pia  mater  was  highly  inflamed.  The 
ventricles  contained  between  three  and  four  ounces  of 
fluid.  The  plexus  choroides  wras  rather  more  pale 
than  usual.  The  pia  mater  covering  the  pons  varolii 
was  unusually  vascular.  There  was  no  distinct  appear- 
ance of  recent  disease  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

550,  Cromwell  Coghlan,  June  4.  Admitted  on 
the  evening  of  the  3d  June,  in  the  fifth  day  of  his  ill- 
ness. He  then  complained  of  a stitch  in  his  left 
side;  troublesome  cough  ; great  debility  and  thirst ; 
tongue  brown  in  the  centre ; pulse  120  ; resp.  32. 
He  had  been  let  blood,  and  had  taken  purgatives 
with  relief  before  admission.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  he  had  two  stools.  He  complained  of  pain  in 
the  left  side ; he  was  pale,  with  sunken  eyes ; had 
short  oppressed  cough,  rapid  and  small  pulse.  He 
died  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
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568,  Laurence  Harris.  This  man’s  case  is  related 
at  p.  27- 

634,  Patrick  Tynan,  June  24.  Admitted  in  the 
evening  of  the  23d,  from  a house  in  which  there  were 
several  persons  in  fever.  He  wandered  about  the 
wards  in  a state  of  restless  delirium.  Tongue  blackish 
brown  \ eyes  suffused,  countenance  flushed,  subsultus 
tendinum ; skin  covered  with  florid  petechioe,  legs 
and  hands  cold  and  livid  ; right  leg  purple  ; he  fell 
into  a state  of  stupor  in  the  night,  and  died  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  of  the  25th. 

640,  Patrick  M‘Coote,  June  27th.  Had  been 
about  a fortnight  sick,  when  he  was  admitted  into 
the  hospital.  He  had  previously  been  affected  with  a 
cough  and  oppression  of  the  chest.  Pain  and  soreness 
at  the  scrobiculus  cordis ; cough  and  expectoration 
of  mucus  mixed  with  blood  ; nausea,  vomiting  ; se- 
vere headach,  restlessness,  lassitude  and  debility. 
Mitt,  Sanguis  ad  gx.  Vesicatorium  Epigastric ), 

Pilulcc  Hydrargyri , Pulveris  Ipecacuanhee  com- 
post ti,  aa  drachmam  dimidiam . f.  Pit,  duodecim , 
smn' it,  unam  quartis  koris . 

June  28.  Relief  after  blood-letting  ; four  stools  ; 
pulse  100  and  hard ; is  unable  to  lie  down  in  bed. 
Mitt.  Sanguis  ad  $xii.  Cont.  Pit, 

June  29.  Relief  after  blood-letting.  Mucous 
vomiting  ; pain  in  the  course  of  the  sternum  aggra- 
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vated  by  coughing.  Mitt.  Sanguis.  Vesicatorium 
Sterno.  Cont.  Pit. 

June  30th.  Vomiting  continued.  Solutio  sulphatis 
magnesice  in  injuso  rosce.  Haustus  salinus. 

July  1 . Four  stools.  Load  and  oppression  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  sternum.  Pit.  Hydrarg.  grana 
quin q ue,  h.  s.  Haustus  pur gans  primo  mane . 

July  2.  Weak  and  desponding ; bowels  free ; 
Vesicatorium  inter  scapulas.  J$c.  Mist.  Camphorce 
unciam,  Tinct.  opii  camphoratce  semidrachmam.  m.f. 
haustus,  quartis  koris  sumendus . 

July  3.  Great  languor,  debility  and  depression  of 
mind.  Lethargic  ; pulse  80  ; return  of  sickness. 
% opii  grana  duo,  calomelanos  grana  duodecim, 
conservoe  Rosce  q.  s.f.  pilulce  sex,  sumat  unam  quar- 
tis horis. 

July  4.  While  at  the  night  chair,  he  was  seized 
with  convulsions,  and  died  in  a few  minutes. 

Dissection.  Liver,  which  appeared  large,  was 
in  a state  of  biliary  and  sanguineous  congestion. 
Stomach,  which  was  distended  with  gas,  contained 
a small  quantity  of  fluid,  of  an  inky  colour,  mixed  vvith 
mucus.  The  stomach  was  flabby  and  uncontract- 
ed  ; its  mucous  membrane  thickened,  florid,  from 
innumerable  points  of  extravasation,  and  coated  with 
a very  tenacious  mucus,— r-opake  and  yellow.  Th$ 
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inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  extended  to 
the  duodenum,  jejunum,  and  some  parts  of  the 
ileum,  the  lower  part  especially.  Some  of  the  inter- 
mediate parts  were  sound.  The  small  intestines, 
although  in  general  dilated,  were  in  some  parts  very 
remarkably  contracted.  The  trachea  was  full  of 
frothy  mucus,  its  mucous  membrane  was  slightly 
inflamed.  There  were  several  pints  of  serum  in  the 
right  cavity  of  the  pleura. 

* 

74-1,  Catherine  Farrell,  July  2lst.  Seventh  day 
of  her  illness,  which  she  attributes  to  cold.  Temp. 
103°.  Skin  dry  ; much  flushed.  Tongue  dry,  and 
coated  with  yellowish  mucus,  thirst,  foul  taste  ; stitch 
in  the  right  side,  oppression  at  the  heart,  laborious 
respiration,  cough  and  expectoration  tinged  with 
blood  ; severe  headach,  restlessness  and  debility.  Mitt* 
Sang . ad  3 x,  Mist.  § Pilulce  pur g antes, 

July  22.  Bowels  free.  Pain  of  side,  and  oppres- 
sion at  the  heait.  Expectoration  free.  fy.  Pilulce 
Hydrargyri  3 ss,  P ulcer  is  Ipecacuanhce  gratia  ocio, 
f Pilulce  duodecim  ; Sumat  imam  4 tis  holds* 

July  23.  Three  stools.  Temp.  104°.  Respiration 
heaving  ; some  expectoration,  which  was  bloody. 
Tongue  much  loaded,  with  livid  edges.  Mitt.  San- 
guis. Vesica  tori  cm  amplum  Pectori.  Cont.  Pilules. 

July  24.  Considerable  relief  after  blood-letting. 
Blood  sizy.  Temp.  104°.  Cont.  Pilulce . Mist.  Cam- 
phor a?  cum  tine tur a opii  camphor ata* 
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July  25.  Mitt.  Sanguis  ad  gx.  Vesicatprium  bite? 
scapulas . 

July  26.  Blood  sizy.  Bowels  free  ; respiration 
improved.  Cent . 

July  27.  She  was  reported  to  have  become  sud- 
denly yellow  about  two  o'clock  yesterday;  in  the 
evening,  the  breathing  being  much  oppressed,  she 
was  let  blood,  by  the  apothecary,  to  the  amount  of 
eight  ounces.  Blood  cupped  and  buffed.  She  died 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Dissection.  Thirty-two  hours  after  death.  On 
cutting  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  the  lungs  did 
not  recede.  The  left  lung  was  free  from  any  adhe- 
sions, and  was  perfectly  sound.  The  right  lung, 
throughout  the  greatest  extent  of  its  convex  surface, 
was*  adherent  to  the  parietes,  partly  by  long  fila- 
ments, but  chiefly  by  a close  connexion.  The  ad- 
herent pleurae  were  thickened  and  opake.  The  upper 
third  of  the  lung  was  healthy,  the  remaining  por- 
tion was  firm  and  incompressible  like  liver  ; there 
was  a distinct  division  between  the  two  portions  of 
lung,  the  sound  portion  terminating  as  abruptly  as 
the  diseased  commenced.  The  disease  seemed  to 
consist  in  an  increase  of  the  solid  substance  of  the 
lung  : its  colour  grey,  with  dirty  yellow  intermixed. 
Fluid  of  the  appearance  of  pus  could  be  expressed 
from  the  divided  bronchi®.  The  diseased  part  of  the 
lungs  sank  rapidly  in  water.  No  diseased  appear- 
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ance  was  discoverable  in  the  brain.  The  abdominal 
viscera  were  sound. 

76l,  Patrick  Lunney,  26th  July.  Eight  days 
ago  he  incautiously  lay  down  on  the  ground  in  the 
evening,  and  continued  there  for  a considerable  time  ; 
in  half  an  hour  after  getting  up  he  had  a rigor, 
which  was  followed  by  pain  across  the  breast  and 
severe  headach.  He  had  flushing  of  face,  and  inflam- 
ed eyes  ; cough  ; dry  tongue  with  florid  edges.  Pulse 
120.  Temp.  102°.  measly  efflorescence  all  over  the 
skin.  Bowels  free.  Mitt-  Sang.  ad£x.* 

July  S/th.  Temp.  106°.  Inflamed  eyes.  Hard 
cough  and  soreness  of  the  chest.  Vomiting  of  bright 
bile,  and  epigastric  tenderness.  Vesicatorium  pectori, 
Solutio  subfialis  magnesia?  in  ivfuso  Rosa?. 

July  28th.  Temp.  105°. 

July  29th.  Four  stools.  Pulse  82,  and  very  irre* 
gular.  Temp.  103°.  Resp.  44.  laborious ; dry  cough  ; 
tongue  dry  j supine ; great  debility.  Bolus  e calo- 
melane.  Vini  ^vi.  Fov.  crura,  f 

* This  is  one  of  the  patients  in  whom  the  temperature  rose 
after  bleeding.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the 
experiment ; 

July  26.  12  o’clock.  Temp.  102p. 

Arm  tied  up,  and  ten  ounces  of  blood  quickly  taken  away. 

10  m.  p.  12.  Temp.  102p, 

\ p.  12  103Q. 

-10  m.  p.  1 105°. 

f There  is  a note  made  after  this  day’s  report,  of  which  the 
following  is  a copy  : 


ON  FEVER. 


39 


July  30.  Pulse  so  weak  and  irregular  as  not  to 
be  countable.  Respiration  laborious  and  frequent. 
Tongue  moister  ; extreme  debility.  Cant. 

July  31st.  Death  in  the  morning. 

O 


Dissection.  Serum  of  a reddish  colour  issued 
from  under  the  dura  mater.  There  were  several 
blight  red  patches,  which  arose  from  an  increase  of 
vascularity  of  the  pia  mater  on  the  surface  of  the 
bram.  The  brain  was  firm.  With  the  exception  of 
about  two  ounces  of  fluid  in  the  pericardium,  every 
thing  appeared  natural  in  the  thorax.  The  liver  was 
soft  in  texture,  easily  torn,  and  of  a brown  colour, 
l lieie  was  a broad  and  firm  adhesion  of  the  arch  of 
the  colon  to  the  concave  surface  of  its  right  lobe. 
The  rest  of  the  abdominal  viscera  appeared  healthy. 


79f,  Matthew  Lawler.  No  account  could  be  ob- 
tained of  this  man’s  illness.  When  admitted  on  the 
2d  of  August,  he  was  in  a state  of  low  muttering- 
delirium.  lie  was  affected  with  singultus.  His  pulse 
was  intermitting  and  thready.  His  complexion  duskr 

red.  He  died  on  the  morning  of  the  3d. 

. 


Dissection.  Under  the  pia  mater,  which  covered 
the  inferior  half  of  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain, 


5 minutes  after  taking  2oz. 
15  minutes  after 
30  minutes  after 

by  which  it  should  seem  that  2 oz, 
temperature  2 degrees. 


wine.  Temp.  105* 

105* 

1 05° 

of  port  wine  had  raised  the 
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there  was  a very  thin  layer  of  effused  blood  in  a fluid 
state.  The  pia  mater  corresponding  was  of  a bright 
red  colour.  There  were  numerous  patches  of  the 
same  colour  on  the  pia  mater,  covering  the  right  he- 
misphere. The  tunica  arachnoides,  between  the  con- 
volutions, was  thickened  and  opake.  The  substance 
of  the  brain  was  very  firm.  The  whole  of  the  convex 
surface  of  the  right  lung  adhered  to  the  pleura. 
There  was  increased  vascularity  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  in  patches  and  minute 
dots,  some  dark,  others  blight  red  ; giving  an  ecchy- 
mosed  appearance  to  its  inner  surface,  which  was 
coated  with  tenacious  mucus.  A similar  appearance 
was  observable  in  the  ileon. 

893,  Mary  Malone,  August  4.  The  10th  day 
of  her  illness  ; face  flushed,  eyes  suffused  ; tongue 
very  florid,  with  a brown  “Stripe.  Temp.  103°,  Pulse 
ISO.  Resp.  60,  moaning.  Some  florid  petechia?. 
Had  no  stool  for  four  days,  during  which  period  she 
had  been  in  a state  of  delirium,  and  great  restless- 
ness. Upon  examination,  there  were  found  large 
purple  patches  on  her  hips  and  sacrum.  She  came 
from  the  same  house  with  Cosgrave  in  No.  3. 

August  6.  Very  delirious;  cannot  protrude  her 
tongue,  nor  articulate.  Large  purple  patches  on  the 
legs,  pulse  indistinct,  hut  very  rapid,  constant  moan- 
in«*.  Refuses  all  medicine,  and  will  not  drink  any 
thing  but  water. 

August  7.  Involuntary  stools ; breathing  very 
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vapid  ; subsultus  ; livid  patches  on  her  feet.  1 eiop. 
104°.  Drinks  punch. 

August  8.  Death  in  the  night. 

Dissection.  Arachnoid  membrane  between  the 
convolutions  of  the  brain  wras  much  thickened  and 
opake,  and  contained  under  it  a gelatinous  substance. 
The  pia  mater  wras  very  vascular  ; in  several  places 
there  were  dark  red  patches,  which  seemed  to  be 
produced  by  extravasation,  as  vessels  could  not  be 
distinguished.  There  wes  no  blood  between  the 
membrane  and  the  brain  at  those  places.  The  veins' 
between  the  convolutions  of  the  brain  were  distended 
with  blood ; the  texture  of  the  brain  was  rather 
firmer  than  usual;  there  was  scarcely  any  fluid  in  the 
ventricles.  No  diseased  appearances  w ere  discoverable 
in  the  viscera  of  the  thorax  or  abdomen,  save 
a few  arborescent  patches  of  the  small  veins  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 

829,  John  Aungier.  A worn-out  man,  who, 
from  being  m comfortable  circumstances,  had  fallen 
into  poverty.  August  11th.  He  had  been  ill  about  a 
fortnight ; slept  well  ; had  no  complaint  but  weak- 
ness. Tongue  moist,  covered  with  cream-coloured 
mucus  ; no  thirst ; bowels  confined.  Pilulcc  Pur - 
gantes . Mistura  Purgans, 

August  12.  Four  involuntary  stools.  Measly  ef- 
florescence of  the  skin  ; tongue  black  and  dry ; 
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some  cough.  Vesicatorium  Pectori.  Vini  ^iv.  Mis- 
turci  Senna’  cum  Camphora, 

August  13.  Doses  much.  Three  involuntary 
stools.  Involuntary  urine.  Fov.  Crura.  Mist.  Cam - 
phone  cum  Aqua  Ammonice  acetatis.  Vini  *vi. 

August  15.  Coughed  and  retched  all  night. 
Tongue  dry  and  brown.  Epigastric  tenderness  ; great 
debility.  Vesicatorium  Epigastrio.  Vini  ^vi. 

August  iG.  After  a miserably  restless  night,  a 
large  parotid  was  discovered  this  morning  on  the 
right  side.  Pulse  feeble  and  intermitting.  Extre- 
mities cold  -y  moans  much.  Fov . Crura.  Ilaustus 
Anodynus. 

August  17.  Death. 

Dissection.  On  cutting  into  the  tumour  it  was 
found  to  be  very  vascular ; the  granules  composing 
the  parotid  gland  were  much  enlarged,  and  firmer  in 
their  texture  than  natural,  and  seemed  separated 
from  each  other  by  distinct  filaments  derived  from 
the  capsule  of  the  gland,  which  was  remarkably  dis- 
tinct aud  firm. 

lOOd,  Catharine  Cunningham,  Sept.  6.  Had 
great  headach,  oppression  of  the  chest,  cough,  tongue 
white  and  moist. 

Sept.  8.  Severe  headach.  A brad , Capilli.  Mist . 
Senna ? cl  Camphora. 
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Sept.  14.  Convalescent.  Full  diet. 

Sept.  16.  After  dinner  a sudden  attack  of  severe 
pain  in  the  bowels,  followed  by  mucous  and  bloody 
stools. 

Sept.  17.  Almost  uninterrupted  vomiting ; very 
great  pain  in  the  abdomen. 

Dec.  3.  Death  from  unconquerable  dysentery. 

Mary  Kelly,  Sept.  7*  This  patient  during  her 
convalescence,  was  attacked  with  a painful  ccdema- 
lous  swelling  of  the  right  leg  and  thigh,  like  phleg- 
masia dolens,  which  was  by  no  means  uncommon 
after  fever,  and  it  was  attended  by  a dysenteric 
affection,  of  which  she  died.  This  patient’s  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  registry,  she  having  been  a 
deputy  nurse  of  the  ward  in  which  she  died. 

1147.  Alexander  Graham  was  brought  into 
the  hospital  in  a dying  state,  and  expired  some  hours 
before  the  visit. 

1237,  Michael  Magee,  when  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  had  inflammation  of  the  penis,  with  ulcers 
under  the  prepuce,  but  being  in  a state  of  complete 
fatuity,  we  could  not  obtain  any  history  of  his  com- 
plaint. The  inflammation  terminated  in  sloimhino- 
of  the  penis,  which  he  survived  only  two  days. 


124£.  Dennis  Mac Ire  was  an  emaciated,  ex- 

o ? 
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hausted  man ; he  had  a severe  cough,  and  was  un- 
able to  expectorate.  He  was  a subject  for  palliatives 
merely. 

1510.  Simon  Taylor.  Five  of  this  man’s  family 
were  in  fever.  Oct.  13th,  eighth  day  of  illness. 
Three  stools  since  his  admission.  He  was  pale,  felt 
cold  and  weak  ; tongue  dry  and  red  in  the  centre ; 
edges  moist,  covered  with  cream  coloured  mucus ; 
foul  taste ; some  epigastric  tenderness ; deaf ; 
averse  to  light ; complained  of  pains  in  his  eye-balls  ; 
slight  cough.  P.  112.  R.  28.  T.  103°.  Mist,  sen - 
nee  cum  Camphor  a. 

Oct.  15.  Epigastric  tenderness.  Hirudines  oc . 
to  Epigastrio.  Soluiio  Sidphatis  M ague  sice, 

Oct.  16.  Great  stupor  and  deafness,  with  much 
debility ; cough,  with  free  expectoration  of  pale 
yellow  mucus.  Pulse  140,  Resp.  40,  and  laborious. 
Pule.  Ipecacuanha:  gra . xx.  Vesicatorium  inter 
Scapulas . Vini  ^iv. 

Oct.  17.  Vomited  whitish  mucous  matter.  One 
stool.  Stupor  ; deafness  ; cold  feet ; pulse  120. 
Vesicatorium  Capili . Fov.  Crura . Mist.  Sennet 
Camphor ata.  Vini  Jvi. 

Oct.  18.  One  stool.  Moaned  and  raved  for  about 
two  hours  ; slept  the  vest  of  the  night.  Great  deaf- 
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ness.  Tongue  covered  with  a dry  brown  crust. 
Pulse  132.  Vint  Jviii.  Contr.  alia . 

Oct.  19.  Three  stools.  Slept  pretty  well.  In- 
coherent ; tongue  covered  with  a dry  black  crust  : 
protruded  with  difficulty,  and  not  drawn  in  till  re- 
peatedly desired.  Contr. 

Oct.  20.  Three  stools.  Supine.  Mutering  de- 
lirium. Pulse  124.  Refuses  every  thing  but  the 
wine.  Vini  Jx.  Vesicatoria  suris . 

Oct.  21.  Three  stools.  Raved  all  night.  Cough 
without  the  power  of  expectoration.  Considerable 
epigastric  tenderness.  Sighing.  Pulse  1 24  ; feeble. 
Resp.  23.  Cold  extremities. 

Oct.  22.  Subsultus.  Black  crust  on  the  gums 
and  lips.  Surface  of  the  body  cold.  Pulse  indis- 
tinct. Many  flies  settle  upon  him. 

Oct.  23.  Death. 

Dissection. — Not  permitted. 

1633.  Andrew  Lai  or,  an  infirm  man,  with  all  the 
appearance  of  age.  Oct.  20,  7th  day  of  fever. 
Much  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium.  V.  S . ad  Jviii. 

. Oct.  22.  Tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  not  re- 
lieved. Hirudines.  x.  et  Vesicatorium . 
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Oct.  24.  Two  stools.  Pulse  88 ; intermitting. 
Loose  cough  ; tremors ; subsultus  ; vertigo ; inco- 
herent delirium.  Tongue  covered  with  a dry  brown 
crust. 

Oct.  26.  Very  uneasy  night.  Tongue  covered 
with  a dry  black  crust ; protruded  with  difficulty. 
Tremulous  motion  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  Subsul- 
tus ; moaning  ; pulse  108, — intermitting.  Slight 
cough. 

Oct.  27.  Two  stools.  Supine  ; muttering.  Pulse 
120;  laborious  respiration  (60).  Tenderness  of  the 
epigastrium.  Swelling  of  the  right  parotid  gland. 

Oct.  28.  Death. 

Dissection. — -Not  permitted. 

1666.  Cecily  Fay,  set.  36,  Oct.  22.  7th  day  of 
her  fever.  No  stool  for  twenty-one  days  ; one  since 
admission.  Pulse  120.  llesp.  40.  Countenance 
livid ; eyes  inflamed ; headach  ; thirst ; tongue 
with  a black  crust  in  the  centre.  Gums  and  lips 
covered  with  black  sordes.  Great  debility.  On  ad- 
mission her  feet  were  cold  and  livid  ; they  are  now 
of  a natural  heat. 

Oct.  24.  Three  involuntary  stools.  Tongue 
with  a black  crust.  Debility.  Short,  hurried  and 
moaning  respiration  (60)  P.  123. 
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' 2 o’clock.  Face  quite  black.  Mitt . Sang,  ad 
^viii.  ex  Art.  Ten  i par  all. 

The  blood  was  taken  in  two  cups  ; that  in  the 
first  separated  into  serum  and  crassamentum,  which 
was  buffed  and  cupped  ; that  in  the  second  was  uni- 
formly coagulated,  and  but  little  serum  exuded  from 
the  coagulum,  which  was  without  size. 

Oct.  25.  Very  restless  night.  Meaning,  labo- 
rious respiration,  countenance  and  nails  livid  ; un- 
able to  protrude  her  tongue.  She  died  at  two  o’clock, 

p.  m. 


Dissection. — The  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater  were 
full  of  blood  in  a fluid  state.  On  slitting  round,  and 
elevating  the  dura  mater,  there  issued  a reddish 
fluid  in  quantity  about  two  drachms.  On  each  con- 
vex surface  of  the  cerebrum  there  were  large 
patches  of  a deep  red  colour,  and  numerous  smaller 
ones  presented  themselves  ; they  appeared  to  be  pro- 
duced by  extravasated  blood,  but  on  elevating  care- 
fully the  pia  mater,  none  was  found  between  that 
membrane  and  the  surface  of  the  cerebrum,  the  ap- 
pearance beingcausedby  a great  increase  of  the  natural 
vascularity  of  the  pia  mater,  and  by  the  contiguous 
capillary  vessels  being  injected  with  blood.  The 
arachnoid  membrane  was  unaltered.  The  brain  was 
remarkably  firm ; its  sections  shewed  an  increase  of 
vascularity.  There  was  no  fluid  in  the  ventricles. 
No  appearance  of  disease  could  be  detected  in  the 
viscera  of  the  thorax  or  abdomen. 
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1710,  Eliza  Loftus.  This  was  a case  of  fever  su- 
pervening upon  dysentery.  Admitted  on  the  25th 
of  October. 

Oct.  29.  Slight  headach,  increasing  at  night ; ge- 
neral pains  ; skin  hot  and  dry ; thirst ; stools  ra- 
ther less  frequent,  still  mixed  with  blood ; pulse 
86. 


Nov.  S.  The  diarrhoea  had  returned  again.  Fre- 
quent stools  with  griping.  Much  debility.  Sensa- 
tion of  internal  heat.  Tongue  preternaturally  red 
and  dry. 

Nov.  1 1 . Frequent  pain  in  the  bowels.  Abdomen 
tender  on  pressure.  White  fur  at  the  base  of  the 
tongue  which  is  red  and  dry  at  the  apex.  Belly  rather 
confined.  General  pains.  Some  retching.  Consi- 
derable weakness  and  appearance  of  great  distress. 
Pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt. 

Nov.  13.  Death. 

Dissection. — Two  pints  of  an  opaque  yellowish 
fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Numerous  ad- 
hesions of  the  intestines  to  the  peritoneum.  The  peri- 
toneum red  and  marbled  ; its  texture  thickened,  and 
its  surface  covered  with  a layer  of  coagulable  lymph, 
which  could  be  easily  torn  off.  Some  portions  of 
the  omentum  were  thick,  fleshy  and  red.  The  in- 
testines, adherent  by  means  of  a thick  layer  of  coagu- 
lable lymph,  formed,  as  it  were,  one  single  mass. 
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The  mesentery  was  red  and  much  increased  in  thick- 
ness,— equal  in  some  places  to  the  fleshy  portion  of 
the  diaphragm.  The  surface  was  also  covered  with 
coagulable  lymph.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
ileum  was  highly  inflamed  for  the  extent  of  twenty 
inches,  beginning  at  a foot  from  its  termination  in 
the  ccecum.  The  increased  vascularity  was  more 
observable  on  the  valvulae  than  in  their  intervals.  In 
the  inner  surface  of  the  sigmoid  flexure,  where  it 
terminates  in  the  rectum,  there  were  many  red 
blotches.  The  whole  surface  of  this  portion  of  the 
colon  was  of  a light  red  colour.  The  right  lobe  of 
the  liver  was  larger  than  natural ; it  was  easily  lace- 
rated. The  gall-bladder  contained  about  two  hun- 
dred calculi  of  a yellow  colour,  with  angular  surfaces, 
and  very  friable.  The  thoracic  viscera  were  sound. 

1743,  Jane  Ryan.  This  patient  was  far  ad- 
vanced in  consumption,  and  died  of  colliquative 
diarrhoea. 

1877,  James  Reilly.  Died  on  the  morning  after 
he  was  admitted,  and  before  I saw  him. 

2021,  Hugh  Reilly.  Admitted  on  the  18th  of 
November,  on  the  7th  day  of  illness.  Nov.  21, 
headach  ; eyes  suffused  ; delirious  for  the  last  two 
days ; great  debility ; skin  covered  with  dun  pete- 
chia?, and  jaundiced  ; tongue  with  a brown  fur  ; much 
thirst ; belly  loose ; tenderness  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium  ; cough;  pulse  136.  Misturcs  Sennce 
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cum  Camphora  uncias  sex , Tinct.  Opii  Camphor  atoe 
drachmas . iii.  m.  Sumat  unciam  quartis  lioris , Ve- 
sica tor  him  inter  Scapulas,  Fov,  crura, 

Oct.  22.  Delirious  all  night ; sleep  at  intervals  ; 
belly  loose ; some  degree  of  tympany ; urine 
and  stools  yellow  ; pulse  100.  Haustus  Olei  Ricini 
cum  Oleo  Terehinthince.  Cont.  Mist, 

Oct.  23.  Stools  more  natural.  Abdomen  less 
swelled.  Pulse  92.  Cont,  Mistura, 

Oct.  24,  Violently  delirious  all  night.  Urine  and 
stools  less  yellow. 

Oct.  2 5,  Became  suddenly  worse  last  night.  Fell 
into  a state  of  stupor  and  insensibility.  Bolus  e 
Calomelane,  Vesicatorii  Suris,  Vini,  Jvi.  Mist, 
Camph,  Unciam , Sp.  JEth,  Oleosi,  gutt.  xv.  4 tis  ho- 
ris, 

i 

Oct.  28.  Death  in  the  evening  of  the  27th. 

Dissection. — The  liver  small,  especially  the 
right  lobe ; it  was  studded  with  small  brown  tuber- 
cles, hard  in  substance,  and  of  a dirty  brown  colour. 
There  was  a small  quantity  of  black  bile  in  the  gall 
bladder.  The  stomach  was  small,  contracted,  and  near- 
ly empty.  The  contents  of  the  duodenum  and  a great 
part  of  the  jejunum  were  of  a deep  yellowish  brown  ; 
then  they  became  of  a bright  yellow ; brown  again 
at  the  end  cf  the  ileum,  and  lastly,  of  a dark  brown 
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in  the  colon,  and  consistent,  and  towards  the  rec- 
tum almost  black.  The  spleen  four  times  its  natu- 
ral size.  All  the  veins  in  the  abdomen  were  large. 
The  heart  and  lungs  were  sound.  There  was  a 
greater  degree  of  vascularity  than  natural  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  brain,  and  some  aqueous  effusion  between 
the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater  : these  membranes  were 
found  thicker,  more  firm  and  opake  than  in  their 
sound  state.  A small  quantity  of  blood  was  effused 
into  the  ventricles,  the  sides  of  which  were  very  vas- 
cular. 

2055,  Anne  Keane,  admitted  on  the  20th  Nov.  on 
the  7th  day  of  her  illness.  Nov.  21st,  severe  headach, 
singing  in  her  ears  ; much  debility  and  febrile  anxie- 
ty. Epigastrium  very  tender ; tongue  covered  with 
a dry  brown  crust,  great  thirst ; belly  regular  ; stools, 
urine,  and  skin  of  a deep  yellow  ; skin  hot ; severe 
general  pains.  Abradantur  Capilli . Hirudines  octo 
Epigastrio.  Solutio  sulpliatis  Magnesite  in  infuso 
rosce . 

Dec.  1st.  She  became  delirious  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th  of  November,  and  continued  so  till  even- 
ing, when  she  fell  into  a state  of  insensibility.  She 
sweated  profusely  in  the  night ; the  sweat  was  neither 
cold  nor  clammy,  and  there  was  no  previous  tremor. 
She  died  this  morning.  Previous  to  the  30th  no 
symptom  occurred  which  indicated  immediate  danger, 
but  she  was  in  a state  of  great  debility.  The  nurse 
of  the  ward,  volunteering  an  opinion,  said,  that 

“ she  died  in  the  cool,  not  having  strength  to  throw 
it  out.** 
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Dissection.  The  viscera  of  the  abdomen  appeared 
sound  ; the  biliary  ducts  were  very  large ; the  sto- 
mach contained  a greenish  yellow  fluid,  which  was 
curdled  ; that  in  the  duodenum  was  more  viscid,  and 
of  a deep  orange  colour  ; the  fluid  contents  were  of 
a bright  yellow  colour  in  the  jejunum,,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  which  they  approached  in  colour  to  bile  ; 
the  contents  of  the  large  intestines  were  of  a dark 
brown  ; the  yellow  fluid  in  the  small  intestines  tinged 
water  like,  bile.  The  mucous  surface  of  the  stomach 
was  unusually  vascular  ; it  was  of  a dusky  red  colour, 
and  mottled  appearance,  particularly  in  the  left  ex- 
tremity and  small  curvature,  but  in  dissecting  off 
the  membrane  it  did  not  appear  thickened  or  other- 
wise diseased  ; the  liver  was  soft  and  flabby,  not  of 
its  usual  Arm  and  brittle  texture  ; the  gall  bladder 
contained  very  fluid  bile.  There  was  increased  vas- 
cularity of  the  surface  of  the  braiil : the  veins  being 
turgid  and  dark,  the  small  vessels  much  injected 
and  florid  ; there  was  a considerable  quantity  of  serum 
under  the  arachnoid,  which,  with  the  pia  mater,  was 
thickened,  firm  and  opake.  A section  of  the  cerebral 
substance  presented  a considerable  number  of  bloody 
dots.  The  ventricles  were  filled  with  serum,  but 
not  enlarged.  There  was  no  unusual  vascularity  of 
their  sides,  the  plexus  choroid.es  was  pale  and  small. 


2059,  Elizabeth  Hearne,  Nov.  22.  Eleventh  day 
cf  fever.  In  a state  of  violent  delirium  : hallucina- 
tions ; Did  not  answer  questions  ; subsultus  tendinum. 
She  sweated  profusely  last  night  after  a rigor  ; more 
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quiet  since.  Bowels  free,  P.  132.  Mist,  senna  cum 
camphor  a Title  t . opii  camphor  atw. 

Nov.  23.  Bowels  confined ; more  composed ; 
raved  at  times,  but  was  not  violent  \ slept  a good 
deal ; she  was  in  general  insensible.  She  sweated 
profusely  last  night.  Pulse  indistinct  and  iriegulai  , 
subsultus ; tremor.  Bolus  Calomelanos . Vini  giv. 

Nov.  24.  One  involuntary  motion ; delirious  and 
violent  all  night.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d,  af- 
fected with  ricor,  which  still  continues ; debility. 

O 7 

Vesicatorium  capiti.  Cont.  Mist. 

Nov  25.  Death. 

Dissection.  This  woman  was  of  low  stature, 
thin  and  emaciated.  The  surface  of  the  brain  was 
florid  and  very  vascular.  There  were  large  red 
patches  on  the  sides  of  the  hemispheres,  which 
arose  from  effusion  of  blood  under  the  pia  mater. 
The  section  of  the  brain  presented  a number  of  red 
spots,  some  of  them  very  large.  The  ventricles  con- 
tained a small  quantity  of  serum,  which  was  tinged 
with  blood. 

The  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  were 
healthy. 

2215.  Edward  Martin.  This  boy’s  was  a case 
not  of  fever,  but  of  dysentery,  which  resisted  all  the 
usual  remedies. 
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2216,  Philip  Mills,  Dec.  4.  Tenth  day  of  illness. 
Two  stools.  Severe  headach,  redness  and  suffusion 
of  the  eyes,  anxiety  and  wildness  of  expression  ; 
low  muttering  delirium.  Pulse  (io.  There  came  out 
dun  petechias  on  the  3d  Dec.  on  which  day  also 
the  low  delirium  was  first  observed,  and  his  thirst 
abated.  Tongue  moist,  with  a thick  white  fur. 
Vesicat . capiti.  Fov.  crura . Bolus  calomelanos  cum 
opio , Otis  horis . 

* 

Dec.  5th.  Two  stools  ; supine  ; in  a state  of  stu- 
por ; livid  cadaverous  complexion ; great  debility. 
Tongue  dry,  brown,  and  with  difficulty  protruded. 
The  petechias  had  spread  ; they  were  purple,  and 
very  thick  on  the  back.  Pulse  not  more  than  80, 
indistinct,  very  weak ; subsultus.  Cont.  Boli 
Vinum . 

\ 

Dec.  6.  Involuntary  stools.  Muttering  delirium  ; 
tremulous  motion  of  the  mouth.  Convulsive  twitch- 
ings  of  the  eyelids  ; cold  clammy  sweat.  Tongue 
and  lips  covered  with  black  sordes.  Vesicatoria  suris. 
Cont. 

Dec.  7*  Death. 

<229 5.  Arthur  Magee,  Dec.  7.  Seventh  day  of 
his  illness.  Opi  session  of  breathing,  pain  in  the 
chest,  cough.  Mitt . Sang . Vesica torium  inter  scapu- 
las. Pilulce  calomelanos  cum  ipecacuanha . 


Dec.  9.  Bilious  vomiting ; nausea ; very  bad 
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taste ; abdomen  tender  on  pressure.  Tongue  co- 
vered with  a thick  white  fur.  Hirudines  viii.  Epi - 
as  trio.  Vesicatorium  circa  umbilicum . Tart,  sodce 

O 

<§■  Kali  3i.  4tis  horis , e cyatho  juris. 

Dec.  10.  Bowels  free.  Bitter  taste,  nausea  and 
bilious  vomiting  ; hiccup  ; skin  of  a yellow  tinge  ; 
great  prostration  ; stupor,  with  expressions  ol  febrile 
anxiety ; some  pain  in  the  chest ; slight  cough. 
Vini  Jiv.  Pit.  opii  cum  calomelane. 

Dec.  12.  Pulse  98.  The  vomiting  and  hiccup  had 
ceased.  Slept  well ; feels  stronger  ; complained  of 
pain  about  the  ensiform  cartilage  and  a sense  of 
suffocation  ; severe  cough  with  expectoration. 

Dec.  13.  Great  debility  ; cough  ; slept  well ; P. 
110.  Vini  Jiv.  Mist.  Camph.  cum  Tinct.  opii 
Campli.  Oranges . 

Dec.  13.  Bowels  confined.  Pulse  98.  Cough.  De- 
bility was  not  increasing.  Tongue  covered  with 
dry  brown  fur  ; gums  black.  Vesicatorium  Pec  tori. 
Bolus  e Calomelane.  $>.  Decocti  senekce  %vi. 
Tinct . opii  camphoratoe  3iii  S acch.  3ii.  s.  %i.  4 tis 
horis.  Cont.  alia. 

Dec.  16.  Bowels  confined  ; slept  well  ; com- 
plained much  of  the  cough,  which  came  on  by  pa- 
roxysms, and  was  attended  with  expectoration  ; in- 
sufferable taste  ; tongue  moister ; gums  and  lips 
covered  with  sordes  ; slept  well,  and  was  rather 
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gaining  strength.  Rep . Bolus,  Enema  vesperi. 
Vini  3viii.  Cent,  Mist. 

Dec.  17.  Slept  ill  ; large  involuntary  stools  ; 
much  weaker;  cadaverous  expression;  pulse  112, 
small  ; cough,  &;c.  Mist.  Cretce  %\ss.  Tincture? 
opii  3 b Vini  Ipecac.  3iii.  m.  oss.  post  secies  liqs. 

Dec.  13.  The  Diarrhoea  had  ceased ; felt  strong, 
and  slept  well.  Coni.  Vinum.  Pulv.  Ipec.  comp, 
gr.  viii.  h.  s. 

I 

Dec.  19.  Two  involuntary  stools;  vomited  his 
food  this  morning ; less  expectoration  ; tongue  brown 
and  dry.  P.  116.  Cont. 


Dec.  20.  Pulse  indistinct,  resp.  46 ; extreme 
weakness. 


Died  in  the  night. 

Dissection.  Fluid  under  the  dura  mater  ; arach- 
noid thickened  and  opake : under  it  an  effusion  of  a 
yellowish  serous  fluid ; increase  of  vascularity  of  the 
pia  mater.  O11  removing  the  brain  there  issued  a 
considerable  quantity  of  serum  from  the  spinal  canal. 
A reddish  fluid  which  seemed  a mixture  of  mucus  and 
pus  escaped  on  cutting  into  the  substance  of  the 
lungs;  the  cellular  structure  of  the  lungs  was  filled 
with  a serous  fluid.  Gall-bladder  distended  with  dark 
bile  ; a considerable  increase  of  vascularity  of  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  stomach, — the  vessels  arborescent ; 
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the  mucous  follicles  were  enlarged,  the  membrane 
was  covered  with  a viscid  gelatinous  substance  ; no 
disease  discoverable  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
intestines. 

2631.  Eliza  Willis.  Dec.  21.  Fifth  day  of  her 

\ 

illness.  Bowels  free ; P.128;  tongue  white  ; some 
epigastric  tenderness  ; headach  ; sighing.  Mix  tar  a 
Satina  effervescent. 

Dec.  30.  Several  stools,  with  abdominal  tender- 
ness. V.  S.  ad  yoiii. 

Dec.  31.  Four  stools;  P.  quick;  tongue  white  ; 
skin  hot ; no  tenderness  of  abdomen.  3=  Misturce 
Cretx  %vss.  Tinct.  Opii.  3i.  Vini  Ipecac.  3iii.  m.  s. 
%ss.  post,  sedes  Uquidas. 

Jan.  2.  Stools  bloody ; debility  ; pulse  small  and 
quick,  respiration  hurried.  V.  S.  ad.  gx.  Pulv . 
I pec.  Comp.  gr.  x.  sextis  horis. 

Jan.  3.  Many  bloody  stools ; abdominal  tender- 
ness ; respiration  laborious  ; voice  hoarse ; P.  small 
and  indistinct.  Coni.  Pulv.  I pec.  Comp. 

Jan.  F Death, 

Dissection.  A great  quantity  of  serous  effu- 
sion beneath  the  arachnoid,  separating  the  mem- 
branes ; the  arachnoid  very  strong  and  opake.  The 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  pulpy  and  of  an 
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uniform  bright  red  colour.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  small  intestines  exhibited  the  same  appear- 
ances. 

27 63.  Anne  Mooney,  Dec.  29.  Ninth  day  of  her 
fever ; great  headach  ; deafness ; tongue  white  and 
moist ; severe  cough  and  hoarseness.  Vesicatorium 
sterno.  Abradantur  Capilli.  Fov.  Crura . Pilulcu 
Ipecac . cum  Calomelane . 

Dec.  30.  Several  stools ; cough  easier ; flushing. 
Mistura  Mucilag. 

Jan.  1818.  Four  motions;  deafness  continues 
with  headach;  P.  140;  flushing;  hoarse  voice. 
Tongue  white  and  moist.  Mitt.  Sang,  ex  Art 
Temp,  ad  Ivi.  Vesicatorium  Nucha’.  Fov . Crura. 
Cont.  Pit. 

Jan.  2.  Resp.  36,  laborious  ; some  cough  ; bowel* 
free  ; P.  small  and  indistinct. 

Jan.  3.  death. 

Dissection.  The  dura  mater  was  very  adherent 
to  the  bone,  and  vascular  on  its  outer  surface.  Ex- 
travasations of  blood  observable  on  several  portions 
of  the  pia  mater ; its  vessels  were  large  and  nu- 
merous ; much  serous  effusion  under  the  arachnoid, 
which  was  thick,  opake,  and  strong.  The  substance 
of  the  brain  was  uncommonly  tough. 


ON  FEVER. 


109 


1192,  Eliza  Dempsey ; and, 

1415,  Thomas  Evans.  These  patients  both  died 
in  a few  hours  after  they  were  admitted  into  the 
.Hospital. 


After  the  foregoing  pages  were  written,  it  oc- 
curred to  mej  that  the  morbid  anatomy  of  this  great 
epidemic  might  be  rendered  still  more  complete.  I 
therefore  obtained  a copy  of  most  of  the  dissections 
which  were  made  in  our  Hospital,  together  with  the 
cases,  and  I requested  Mr.  Crawford  to  reduce  the 
whole  to  a tabular  form,  which  he  has  done,  with  his 
characteristic  accuracy  and  ability. 

Judging  from  the  following  Table,  it  will  appear 
that  icteroid  fever  was  more  frequent  than  was  actu- 
ally the  case,  and  hence,  it  is  necessary  to  observe 
that,  at  my  request,  every  opportunity  was  taken  of 
examining  the  bodies  of  such  patients  as  became 
jaundiced  in  the  course  of  their  illness. 

%*  By  H.  which  the  reader  will  observe  in  many 
of  the  spaces,  it  is  meant  to  intimate  that  the  viscera 
had  a healthy  appearance- 
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prostration  of  strength;  twenty- noid  thickened  to  a considerable 
four  hoursafter  admission, laboured  degree  and  opaque,  the  pia  ma- 
breathiDg  and  coma  took  place.  ter,  plexus  cnoroides,  and  sub- 
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tongue  with  a black  crust  j the  next 
day  violent  delirium,  eyes  suffused, 
flushed  face,  dun  petechite ; the  nay 
[after,  stupor,  subsultus,  twitching*, 
[black  stools,  muttering  delirium. 
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extremities  became  cold,  and  he  quantity  of  serous  fluid  in  the 
died  in  a state  ol  stupor.  ventricles,  the  substance  of  the 

brain  very  firm,  aud  its  vascu- 
larity  increased. 
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DR.  CIIEYNL 


I shall  now  lay  before  the  reader  a table  illustra- 
tive of  the  morbid  sequel  as  of  the  Epidemic  fever. 
This  table  contains  the  names  of  those  individuals 
who  were  admitted  into  the  Whitworth  Hospital,  be- 
tween the  middle  of  April  and  middle  of  August, 
1 8 1 S,  with  their  diseases,  all  of  which  arose  during 
fever  or  during  convalescence  from  fever.  The  cases 
were  reported  by  Mr.  Gumming,  by  whom  this  very 
satisfactory  document  was  prepared  at  my  request ; 
several  of  the  dissections  were  made  by  Mr.  Phipps. 


I cannot  conclude  this  paper  without  thanking  the 
gentlemen  who  have  been  acting  as  clinical  clerks  to 
the  Medical  Hospitals  of  the  Plouse  of  Industry  # for 
the  assistance  which  I have  received  from  them  during 
the  past  year  ; and  I must  add,  that  the  ardour  which 
they  have  shewn  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  is  highly 
praise-worthy,  their  attention  and  kindness  to  the 
sick  admirable.  In  the  exercise  of  their  duty,  seve- 
ral of  these  gentlemen  contracted  fevers,  and  it  de- 
serves to  be  recorded,  that  they  were  scarcely  reco- 
vered, when  they  resumed  their  occupation  in  the 
fever  wards  with  renewed  zeal. 

* Messrs.  Macdowell,  Crawford  and  Phipps,  Dr.  Marsh,  aiul 
Mr.  Cumrning. 
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Date  of 
Discharge. 
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July  5th. 
Relieved. 

July  10th. 
Much  reliev- 
ed. 

July  £0th. 
Remitted  to 
fever  ward. 

July  26th. 
Cured. 

State  of 
health  previ- 
ous to  fever. 

i *d 
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1 a 

Delicate, 
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Subject  to 
cough  and 
Dyspnoea. 

Good. 

Good. 

Period  of  ! 
attack. 

After  a third 
attack  of 
fever. 

Previous  to 
fever. 

Previous  to 
fever. 

Loss  of  hear- 
ing during 
the  fever  j 
loss  of  sight 
during  con- 
valescence. 

During  con- 
valescence. 

DISEASE. 

1 

o 

£ 
a i 
d 
TO 

s 

53-,? 

Dyspepsia,  j 

Ascites. 

Loss  of  sight 
aud  hearing. 
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Dysentery. 
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- g-g-o 

Kelly, 
(Catlierine) 
ast.  2d. 
June  1 9th. 

Maguire, 
(Ellen) 
set.  20. 
June  19tb. 

Barrett, 
(Richard) 
ret.  40. 
June  19th. 

Fullam, 
(Sarah) 
a*.  2!. 
June  25th. 

i 

Robinson, 
(Hannah) 
ret.  38. 
June  26th. 
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Dowjiy,  Dysentery.  During  con-  Good.  Aug.  14th 
(Mary)  valescence.  Cured, 

at.  40. 

July  28th. 
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laboured  tor  a considerable  time : his 
mouth  was  very  sore  when  he  came 
into  the  Whitworth  Hospital.  Symp- 
toms of  scrofula  were  appearing  when 
he  was  discharged. 
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Sherlock,  | Hydrothorax  During  Con-  Good.  jn  hospital. 

(William)  valescence. 

set.  26. 

Aug.  13th. 


